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Truman, Harry Lincoln and Roosevelt, the people decided that proper 
Memoirs, Volume Year Decision emergency action had been taken. 

Doubleday. Nov. 1955. 596p. $5.00. One the strange paradoxes our voting behavior 
the one hundred and sixty-four years our failure the American electorate give careful 
republic, only seven Chief Executives have given examination the qualifications of, let alone the role 
any major contribution the history the American played the second-in-rank—the Vice-President 
Presidency. Crisis, personality, control their political the United States. Even the delegates the Federal 
party, and the effective use technological advances Convention were also guilty this oversight. They 
aided each these men the expansion the frame- made him President the Senate but failed properly 
work executive power. Few will question the im- prepare him constitutional successor the Presi- 
Portance the crisis factor, means increasing dent. Most Vice-Presidents have least four years 
executive power, analysis the incumbencies develop and adjust themselves the responsibilities 
Lincoln, Wilson, and Roosevelt made. administration. Such was not the with 
these three administrations the executive branch be- Harry Truman. Truman had eighty-two days 
came dominant that overshadowed the other Vice-President before assuming full responsi- 
branches government. reality the American bility the Presidency his own right. 

come accept responsiveness time crisis asa the early years World War II, President Roose- 
qualification for the presidential office. re-electing velt had taken somewhat personal approach 
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foreign policy and international relations. Conferences 
were held with the British and Russian heads-of-state 
military operations against Germany and Japan. 
addition, preliminary agreements were reached the 
future peace the post-war world. Had Truman 
been fully aware the policies and decisions these 
meetings the burdens the office might have been 
lessened. Militarily had end the war Europe 
and shift our troops the Pacific. Diplomatically 
agreed the formation free governments the con- 
quered states Europe, reasonable adjustment 
claims for Great Britain, Russia, France, and China; 
well the establishment the United Nations. 
Food rationing, the national budget, and labor unrest 
occupied attention the domestic scene. each 
these areas policy determination, Truman did not 
shirk responsibility. Coupling his own knowledge 
world affairs and history with recommendations given 
him his advisers, Truman made the decisions which 
believed best satisfied America’s interests and ob- 
jectives. 


Most the decisions the years 1945-1946 were natu- 
rally the realm foreign relations. Visualize you 
will, the President dealing with Prime Minister Chur- 
chill the withdrawal American troops from the 
European Theater Operations. The Prime Minis- 
ter’s position was that the withdrawal American 
troops would “terrible thing Europe would 
prostrate and the mercy the Red Army and 
communism.” Later much more adamant way 
Churchill requested “standstill order” the move- 
ment American troops the Pacific. each case 
the President firmly informed Churchill that would 
abide our commitments Europe but were still 
the midst major war the Pacific and that our 
troops were needed there. Consider Truman’s frustra- 
tion dealing with Gaulle. French demands for 
occupation zone Germany and the attempted oc- 
cupation the Aosta Valley northwest Italy made 
extremely embarrassing for the Allies. Gaulle 
even let known that France wanted position 
the next Big Three conference. addition, de- 
manded that French troops included the final 
attack Japan. Naturally was foregone conclu- 
sion that would supply the weapons and the equip- 
ment. immediate and forceful decision was needed. 
terse message Gaulle, Truman settled the 
problem the Allied advantage. Supplies would not 
forthcoming until the French evacuated the Aosta 
Valley. 


Our troubles with Russia began with Poland; but they 
spawned multitude other problems. Yalta, all 
parties agreed the creation democratic Polish 
government. However when the time came for its 
establishment, the Soviet balked the inclusion 
representatives from the Polish government-in-exile. 
Next followed the dilatory tactics the supervision 
elections, Polish boundary claims, Turkey, the 
Danube and Black Sea, reparations from Italy, and the 
distribution the German navy and merchant fleet. 
Truman’s naiveté his early dealings with Russia 
stemmed from the fact that she was ally and that 
her military support was needed for the attack 
Japan; but July 17, 1945, his attitude Russia had 
changed. Potsdam was willing abide the 


Best SELLERs 
commitments made Yalta, since our military leaders 
believed that Russian entry into the Pacific war would 
hasten Japanese defeat. received Stalin’s personal 
that point but the personal meeting 
enabled him see what the West had face future 
dealings with Russia. The Russians were bent world 
conquest. Since force was the only language the 
sians understood, Truman was determined that Japan 
would never come under Russian supervision. 
Arthur had given complete control 
Our experiences with the Russians Germany, 
tria, Poland, and Hungary proved that joint occupation 
could never successful. 


These are just few the problems which confronted 
Truman after assumed the Presidency. complete 
treatment any one them necessitates reading 
his memoirs. His honesty and sincerity are attested 
throughout this volume. action was taken 
the best interests the United States. Unlike other 
Chief Executives, readily accepts responsibility for 
his Year Decisions. regarded the A-bomb 
weapon war and wanted used manner 
scribed the rules war. One able discover 
his likes and dislikes. There beating around the 
bush. The terms are easily understandable. dis 
liked the Morgenthau plan. When Morgenthau threat- 
ened resign unless attended the Potsdam Confer- 
ence, Truman immediately accepted 
thus ending the discussion and the plan. (p. 327). 
though Harold Ickes might have been “too big for his 
breeches,” Truman admits that was able ad- 
ministrator the Interior Department (pp. 554-555). 
told his mother and sister Mary that the Russians 
were “pig-headed”; but still held out the twig 
co-operation. Here the traditional Truman brusque- 
ness; but now tempered with charity. His views 
the relations between President and Vice-President 
(pp. 55-57) and the role played the Cabinet (pp. 
328-330) are sage judgments the realm American 
political theory. The historical and political value 
this volume can not over-emphasized—a must. 


Timothy Scully, 

Department History 
and Politics, 

University Scranton 


Lindeman, Kelvin The Red Umbrellas 
Appleton, Century, Crofts. Nov. 1955. 214p. $3.50. 


This book well written that one should 
for its readers telling too much what about. 
Even though have the best intention not telling, 
the book grips one such exciting way that 
difficult keep from least hinting. One can out 
line much and tell very little, too; for here 
ist’s full-and-plenty graphically packed. Actually, 
old Chaucer. Every year the 17th July, the 
birthday the youngest member the group, the 
Marchioness Hermione Schnell, who near 80, Mad- 
ame Conradine van der Hooglant and her 60-year-old 
son, Charles Iselin, meet the old house 
Street amuse themselves narrating and listening 
many tale romance and villainy. 
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The year this novel, when Copenhagen the grip 
cholera epidemic, the theme the tales they tell 
the conception fear and religious feeling. 
The stories each tells are all very surprising and sus- 
pense-sustained; each its own way shows that life 
teaches many ways fighting evil earth. And 
each story curiously important the understanding 
the others. There almost suggestion that the lid 
Pandora’s box lifted the grace God. 


Just conversation one story leads another and 
each before over includes many, the title story, 
The Red Umbrellas, (told Charles), includes “The 
Apothecary Pisa”; one the characters the story, 
Count Fersen, tells story the cat and the game 
chess; while Charles, narrator, introduces his major 
story with tale the Norwegian Robin Hood. The 
Marchioness telling the story the Ballad Old 
Robin Gray and its secret author, Lady Lindsay, only 
interrupt herself say “but must tell you her 
diamonds, then must begin with her tame goose 
” 

the stories tumble one upon another, each unfold- 
ing without urgency, and all reaching superb climax 
The Locket, which sharp and cutting sur- 
gical knife. For The Locket the tale tales, untold 
for half lifetime and only now revealed when cholera 
seems have struck down the teller. The locket has 
always stood between the two ladies because had 
been given the one the other’s husband and was 
ever reminder which loved more than the 
other. But the conclusion completely unexpected 
revealing and can neither guessed nor antici- 
pated the reader. literary excellence, this tale 

The characters are unforgettable; even the incidental 
people who weave and out the story brief sen- 
tences, e.g., Auestead, the butler, former lumberman 
who carried word mouth message that must 
have torn out his heart; Bolle Bandsat, who becomes 
for the Marchioness “the true, gallant heart she sought 
for years,” and found “in the fat body Copenhagen’s 
shabbiest pander.” 

The Red Umbrellas, you have surmised this, 
extraordinary and captivating novel, rich with 
abundance imagination, insight, humor and delight, 
all touched with the macabre and little miracle and 
mystery. None the hints have thus far given really 
touch the strange beauty and quiet suspense this 
book. Kelvin Lindemann, Danish novelist who pre- 
pared this English version himself, wonderful 
storyteller. his earlier exotic House With the 
Green Tree did nothing prepare for this. The 
Red book you owe yourself you want 
and delightful book. 


New York, New York 
James Gallagher, 
LITERARY GUILD CHOICE—DECEMBER 


Hawley, Cameron Cash McCall 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 1955. 444p. $3.95. 


trenchant essay written many years ago Donald 
Adams complained that there were few American 
novels dealing with big business. thought striking 
that such capitalistic country should produce few, 
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(and such dull), narratives about the business world. 
Here, declared Adams, was field where talented 
writer could perform important function both 
analyst and story teller. Since Adams wrote this 
essay, number good novels about the world busi- 
ness, such Executive Suite and Sincerely, Willis 
Wade, have appeared; and now the author Execu- 
tive Suite has produced another fine novel about busi- 
ness men and their activities. 

The locale Cash McCall Philadelphia 
environs. Grant Austen, middle-aged owner the 
Suffolk Moulding Company, decides sell his factory, 
even though has been its co-founder, and has 
been successful enterprise. Gil Clark, management 
counselor, suggests the company sold Cash 
Call. McCall capitalist. makes his money 
buying companies and reselling them vast profit 
new owners. Because the American tax situation 
there are thousands companies for sale; bought 
and later merged with big medium-sized corpora- 
tions, the tax base improved and the this 
arrangement gains handsome financial profit. Grant 
Austen wants sell because the bulk his business 
with the Andscott Instrument Corporation, and And- 
scott wants Suffolk invest considerable sum 
new moulding pattern. Suffolk does not comply, 
then there threat that Andscott will withdraw its 
business and, consequently, Austen’s company will 
bankrupt. 

Cash McCall buys Suffolk from Austen for two million 
dollars, after having hired Gil Clark work for him. 
The price somewhat more than Suffolk worth, but 
since Cash scrupulously fair and love with 
Austen’s daughter, does not quibble over few 
hundred thousand. Through clever, but legitimate, 
business dealing McCall sells Suffolk Andscott for 
three million dollars; however, Maude Kennard, who 
jealous McCall’s attentions Lory Austen, 
prompts Grant Austen consider bringing the charge 
conspiracy against McCall and his associates: Clark, 
lawyer Winston Conway, and banker Will Atherson. 
Thus appears that these men will ruined, even 
though they are innocent wrong doing. 

This novel paean capitalism exemplified 
the person Cash McCall. McCall quick point 
out the incongruity that Americans literally war 
preserve free enterprise, and yet that the accumula- 
tion profit frequently looked upon essentially 
vulgar, almost crime against society. McCall like- 
wise quick indicate the difference between moral 
and legal right. Although lived make money, 
would pass extremely attractive deals because 
felt there was moral flaw the transaction. 

The question personal and corporate standards 
interestingly analyzed. common, remarks McCall, 
that “the man who does things corporation execu- 
tive that wouldn’t person,” will always 
justify “himself saying that was something that 
had done for the good the company.” The 
company, this sense, becomes almost popular reli- 
gion. The individual does not matter; only the com- 
pany counts. McCall could not accept this philosophy. 
his business career brings courage, imagination, 
capacity for leadership, sense fair play, and 
belief the rights the individual. 
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Cash McCall incisive dissection the business 
world. Then, too, the novel tells intriguing story, 
and are carried exciting climax, Execu- 
tive Suite. certain, there are things one might 
censure; for example, the love story obviously 
appendage make simpler for Hollywood; the style 
nothing more than competent; and McCall pre- 
sented too much business paragon. Neverthe- 
less, Cameron Hawley again wins best seller accolades. 


Paul Doyle, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
Shellabarger, Samuel The Token 
Little, Brown. Nov. 1955. 135p. $3.00. 


The distinguished author from Castile and 
Prince Foxes has left this posthumous work the 
form beautiful little book some one hundred 
pages and dozen pleasing illustrations. Set medie- 
val France, The Token the story the hasty mar- 
riage and long, long faithfulness noble French 
woman with unworthy prince the lesser nobility. 
When her husband takes the cross and departs for the 
holy wars, Lady Blanche left manage her house- 
hold and her estates, and more difficult still, pre- 
serve her heart for the day great return. 


jewel, excellently wrought, the thought that 
once comes mind upon reading this book. Its par- 
ticular merit that, opened random, its sentences 
could stand models perfection elegance and 
form. Here indeed craftsman work; real 
treat come upon author who can make group 
words much. These sentences create the 
delicate romantic mood medieval France, convey 
authentic atmosphere distant times and places 
for which their learned author noted, develop 
genuine character study and, together with all this, 
carry along pleasing tale courtly love. 


All these qualities must add perfect story. 
Not so. While the form well conceived and 
perfectly executed, this novel still seems lack and 
essential spark life. might that the chiseled 
excellence its phrases captivated the attention 
their author that neglected just little the vitality 
his story. Even that so, prevents The Token 
only from being excellent, not from being the very fine 
thing is. 


Fitzgerald, John Papa Married Mormon 
Prentice-Hall. Nov. 1955. 298p. $3.95. 


Easterners particularly are apt think the Mormons 
merely odd religious sect which adopted polygamy 
its chief doctrine, forgetting that the advent the 
disciples Joseph Smith the Far West occurred 
during rough and fairly lawless period. Mormon life 
Utah those times was full posses, gunplay, 
violence television fan could demand. 


The present book somewhat imaginatively worked 
family chronicle set the towns adjacent Silverlode, 
mining camp right out the “horse opera,” and 
Adenville, Mormon colony. may described 
“lusty tale.” 


Shellabarger Fitzgerald Ware 


Best 


Will Fitzgerald, the author’s uncle, migrated Utah 
Territory and became Silverlode’s leading gambler, 
saloon-owner and killer. “Papa” went out later, 
watch over brother Will and became the newspaper 
publisher. Papa also abducted Mormon girl, married 
her, and raised family. 


There plenty vigorous action this history, some 
skillfully and vividly reported. But peculiar 
interest Catholics the omnipresent religious 
ground the story. The Pennsylvania Fitzgeralds were 
Catholic family. Will left the Church early 
age. Papa was intellectually indifferent, married 
side his church and began raise his family 
ference. Aunt Cathy, who later came west 
vise the religious instruction the author and his 
brothers and sisters was bigot. 


After paralysis, Will returned the Church, bringing 
with him his ex-dance-hall-girl wife, Queenie, and both 
continued practicing Catholics. Papa returned 
his deathbed and was there “remarried” his wife 
Aunt Cathy, the other hand, renounced 
the Church and married Mormon. children 
went their several ways; the author being, nominally 
least, Catholic, not Mormon. 


one can cavil the author’s straight reporting 
the religious activities his family; nor can one ques 
tion his account the sincerity and humaneness 
the Mormons. Aunt Cathy was probably sad repre- 
sentative her Church. But, 
facts, the author reveals bias that too-broad gen- 
eralizations anti-Cathholic nature are indulged 
in. Insofar the book extends past mere facts into 
ideas, and does some times, exhibits real indif- 
ference the real problems doctrine and faith. 
Adults will find it, with the above reservations, suit- 
able and stimulating reading. 


Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Ware-Smith, Edmund 
The One Eyed Poacher and the Maine Woods 
Fell. Nov. 15, 1955. 269p. $3.95. 
(And 


Buy, rent borrow this book, but read it! 
you borrow it, sure you return the owner will 
lose good friend.) This the most delightful col- 
lection anecdotes and memories this reader has seen 
long time. Whether based fact purely 
fiction, the short tales about Jeff Coongate, “The One 
Eyed Poacher,” are refreshing and amusing they can 
read over and over, and although Jeff’s achievements 
not rival those Paul Bunyon, they deserve niche 
the history Maine. 


The “Poacher” Robin Hood his own way 
supplies game from the woods, under the eyes the 
warden, for some his less fortunate friends. 
donates refrigerator, won quiz contest, family 
with more mouths feed than the father can care 
for, even though Jeff uses preserve his own supply 
unlawful moose meat. 


Once while Jeff loses the game warden, then, 
philosophically endures his spell But beware 
the explosion his pent-up energy and spirits 
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released and samples “Old Perhaps” “Hernando’s 
Fiery Dagger Rum.” one occasion bottle 
“Gates Ajar,” sold the vengeful grocer, takes Jeff 
and his companion the pearly gates. The 
battle wits between Jeff and the warden con- 
tinuous but each respects the other. fact, when 
the edge matrimony, the warden saves 
him, the battle can continue. 


rest the reader from the strenuous exertions fol- 
lowing “The Poacher,” the author finishes the book 
with several quieter memories his own. visits 
the shores isolated lakes, follows the best trout 
streams and watches the beauties the Maine woods 
and mountains from the cabin that and his wife 


made. 


From the introduction, Bernard Voto, which 
tells you what expect, the end the last memory, 
the reader lives with the author, vivid the por- 
trayal the characters and events. the author 
tells the effects the Maine soli- 
tude brings patience and compassion. works its 
therapy, even the well. friend ours who 
was not well, who was sick heart and empty hope, 
watched the wilderness work are 
the effects the book the reader caught the 
forest civilization. brings welcome pause 
cool clearing, true therapy for all. 


John Cullen, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Secondari, John Spinner the Dream 
Brown. Nov. 1955. 310p. $3.75. 


suppese the truth the matter that man was 
created make himself miserable, otherwise how can 
one explain that was blessed with brain and then 
cursed with conscience?” The man ruminating these 
thoughts Jeffrey Lynton, one-hundred-thousand- 
dollar-a-year commentator one the larger 
radio networks. Jeffrey bears witness man’s utter 
isolation whenever tries face himself sincerely. 
Within the anguish his effort honesty, reflects 
the existential torment man grips with himself. 
is, fact, the Everyman our century—or any 
other century for that matter—alone and lonely yet 
needing others almost desperately, incapable com- 
plete communion and frustrated the endeavor 
bridge the abyss between his isolation and his need. 


Spinner the Dream the maturing product 
talent coming into flower. surpasses the more famous 
Coins the Fountain and the lesser known Tempta- 
tion for King. surpasses them far, containing 
the nuance and subtlety that were merely promised 
the previous works. 


Perhaps the most subtly deceptive aspect the novel 
lies its extreme simplicity. One almost forgets that 
there plot, very real one. Basically, Jeff and his 
wife, Monica, are spending their vacation Majorca. 
With them are Tom Saunders, Jeff’s boss and vice 
President the network, and his wife, Fran. Some- 
now the lives the four them become involved 
that Peter MacCrae, ex-commander the 
Royal Navy, who owns the yacht they charter. 
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Tom successful man business but inconse- 
quential weakling where his wife concerned. Fran 
understands this, yet makes little effort avoid cuckold- 
ing Tom with Peter MacCrae. Jeff tries friend 
help Tom keep his illusions about Fran, while the 
other hand trying maintain his integrity sub- 
ordinate personal conflict necessarily 
affects Monica who, with some justice, feels neglected. 
The supreme irony occurs when Jeff yields Fran, 
almost against his will, when Monica has gone off 
Paris. the novel’s end, life comes into better 
perspective with Monica’s return. Jeff realizes that 
“the true security man’s life can only come from 
the knowledge and respect has for himself.” And 
man fool try and live though were 
alone.” 


Beneath this simplicity lies seeking himself out 
man physical competition with MacCrae. There 
the male courage Jeff underwater fishing with the 
expert MacCrae, headily vain that can it. There 
also the male animal vainly self-satisfied, even his 
confusion, that has distracted Fran’s charms momen- 
tarily from his more athletic competitor. There too, 
final resolution the fear Jeff feels when 
dive hundred feet recover possibly drowned 
and how his agony allayed only when the 
comforting, matter-of-fact presence MacCrae makes 
itself felt. 


Many other virtues appear the writing. The sense 
the mystery the sea, the penetration into the 
dark green secrets the underwater world, trans- 
mitted straight the reader’s consciousness, and not 
without touch poetic insight. The agony fear, 
sheer animal dread, genuine that the reader shares 
it. Above all, the surface story awakens one the 
awareness one’s own confusions, the fitting into the 
pattern other lives, the realization that our dreams 
are spun against hard rock reality; that, eventually, 
the reality that makes the dream worth while. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


McCarthy, Mary Charmed Life 
Harcourt, Brace. Nov. 1955. 313p. $3.95. 


This book not easy evaluate. the first the 
five books written Mary McCarthy that have read. 
Recently, while train trip, read about twenty 
pages this book niece, eighteen year old 
college freshman. Now she writing and asking 
how the story ended. seem disinclined send the 
book her, but not, eighteen year olds being 
inquisitive they naturally are, she will perhaps find 
copy somewhere and read it, anyway. Probably 
not the college library St. Mary’s Notre Dame, 
though; because the librarian there not apt buy 
keep tattered reputation worse than 
is, let state that not recommending that this 
book placed libraries patronized young people. 


And why not? That hard well-written 
novel, filled with clever conversation, suspense, and 
varied assortment characters one could possibly 
demand New England village. John and Martha 
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Sinnott take residence New Leeds, even though 
Martha had run away from her first husband this 
same village only few years prior the opening 
the story related this novel. The former husband 
has remarried. There reason why Martha should 
meet Miles Murphy again, but she does, and chapter 
that she thought had been closed rudely reopened. 
you read, you become involved Martha’s prob- 
lems; you also come know her neighbors, the Coes, 
and the half dozen other residents who make their 
respective contributions life New Leeds. Their 
standards general are hard appraise. Christian 
principles seem have little meaning the village, 
because one seems interested religion. Life there 
seems bit pointless from our point view, and the 
people seem unimportant, too. Maybe they are, but 
they not know it, and that respect they are like 
most us. Intensely interesting is, think that 
most adults will find Charmed Life convincing 
account. Incidentally, the title the book has pre- 
cisely the same relationship the contents the book 
that the name race horse has the horse, 


none. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 
Gerson, Noel The Highwayman 


Doubleday. Oct. 13, 1955. 288p. $3.95. 


The year 1745. Margery Mercy Pepperrell, whose 
father well-known Indian fighter, diplomat and 
trader, rides via coach Boston. the journey the 
occupants the carriage are robbed mysterious 
highwayman called “The Gentleman.” Before de- 
parts from the scene The Gentleman kisses Mercy and 
thereby arouses her interest. the home Governor 
Shirley Massachusetts Bay Colony Mercy meets 
handsome Frenchman named Jack Duppan and 
pects that The Gentleman. the very same 
house her father, Governor Shirley, Captain Warren 
the King’s Navy, and Captain Peter Staples, (Mercy’s 
favorite beau), discuss plans for potential war against 
the French. They propose attack the French strong- 
hold Louisburg Cape Breton Island. 


Learning that war has been declared, Duppan captures 
Staples and also forced abduct Mercy. takes 
them Louisburg. There Staples tortured unmerci- 
fully; order secure his freedom Mercy agrees 
marry Duppan. Duppan spirits her Indian village 
until can accomplish his assignment. Duppan, who 
not patriotic Frenchman, but adventurer inter- 
ested love and money, frees Staples while the Eng- 
lish forces are storming the fortress and Staples able 
participate the final conquest Louisburg. Mean- 
while Mercy about forced marry Indian 
brave. Duppan appears, defeats the brave, and claims 
his prize. Staples, however, also arrives the Indian 
village—and who wins Mercy? 

When the novel ends and learn who finally does 
win Mercy, not much care. Not that the narra- 
tive isn’t interesting derring-do; is! But the nar- 
rative isn’t really interested romance. positive 
that not Eliot not Blackmur, nor New Critics have 
discussed the necessities and qualities the historical 


novel; hence, bold fellow who would issue 
rations this particular genre. Having been made 
bold, however, the intrepid exploits have just read, 
would remark that successful historical novel should 
have action, adventure, romance, and rich historical 
detail. the first two qualities The Highwayman 
amply supplied—albeit activity the Davy 
variety. the latter two ingredients there 
age. Mercy never fully-developed character. 
the slightest motive she switches her girlish crushes 
from Peter Duppan and then back Peter; conse. 
quently, after time one ceases regard her with any 
seriousness. The author, unquestionably, knows the 
historical background his tale, but has stripped 
that does not bolster his story. result one 
reminded “souped-up hot rod” rather than 
firmly constructed and soundly arranged automobile. 
simple enough see the author’s purpose: sacrifice 
character depth, solidness and thoroughness for easy 
readability. The Highwayman easy read, but 


not significant novel. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Boll, Heinrich Adam, Where Art Thow? 
Criterion Books. Nov. 10, 1955. 176p. $3.00. 


world catastrophe can great service. can 
also serve alibi before God. ‘Adam, where art 
thou?’ was the world war.’” Part this 
tion Theodor Haecker furnishes the title for 
novel, which has been translated from the German. 


The plot extremely episodic and takes place prin- 
cipally Hungary and Rumania during the last year 
the second World War. Feinhals has been the 
German army four years; now participates against 
the Russians one losing battle after another. The 
German army chaotic condition; defeat and 
weariness appear the officers well the men. 
The Russians inexorably advance and advance; the 
Germans frustratingly retreat and retreat. Hungary 
Feinhals falls love with Jewish girl, Ilona 
however, Ilona soon crowded into van wiith other 
Jews, driven concentration camp directed the 
music-loving Wilskeit, and killed fit insanity 
the latter. 

After further retreats from the Russians, Feinhals and 
other soldiers are discharged with orders assemble 
the Ruhr, but Feinhals goes his home town 
Weidesheim instead. Feinhals wants lie bed and 
rest, read and pampered his mother. 
enters his native village and nears his house, German 
artillery battery begins shell the town because the 
prevalence white flags Weidesheim demonstrates 
lack patriotism. Feinhal’s home hit shell; 
hears his mother scream; and dies, thinks: 
“how absolutely pointless.” 

This dominant impression novel, and the dominant 
impression one unmitigated horror and confusion. 
difficult imagine more grim war novel. Men 
are severely wounded; men are killed dreadful 
fashion; black fumes rise from the crematorium camp; 
people undergo brutalization; refugees wander aimlessly 
about; love can only purchased not won; life’s canvas 
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ghastly and gruesome. Not only are the physical 
effects war made aparent, but observe the dis- 
integrating effect war the human spirit. Only 
with her deep belief prayer rises above the 
novel’s pervading emptiness, but she shot and killed 
while singing “Sancta Dei and the com- 
mandant the concentration camp empties his whole 
magazine into her she lies her death agony. 


the course the novel Lieutenant Brecht remarks: 
“war all right when you’re winning, but the one 
fighting now opinion particularly lousy 
defeat and failure add gall war, the 
novel clear its condemnation ruthlessness and 
inhumanity. The hero, Feinhals, was architect 
tect. 

Adam, Where Art Thou not pleasant read, but 
better-than-average novel written realistically and 
intensely. White heat achieves its purpose! 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Kent, Madeleine The Corsair 


Doubleday. Nov. 1955. 299p. $3.95. 

biographical novel style but with more biography 
than novel and the story told first person its 
protagonist, Miss Kent has told again the story Jean 
Lafitte, the famous Frenchman who played such 
historically notable role the defense New Orleans 
during the War 1812. Her thesis that Lafitte was 
gentleman and patriot, corsair operating under 
lettres marque but never pirate, 
leader the struggle for complete independence from 
England and Spain, short, man honor even 
though his fortune was built upon violence and smug- 
gling. 

The story fairly complete from Lafitte’s birth 1782 
St. Dominque (Santo Domingo), then French 
colony and today the modern Haiti. His early training 
and the almost continuous violence which was 
exposed during the revolutions the various factions 
that unhappy island contributed the formation 
his nature and the inception his career privateer. 
conjunction with his brothers, Alexander (later 
Dominique You) and Pierre developed reputation 
privateersman and leader among the French 
When Dessalines and Christophe finally 
gained control Haiti, Jean Lafitte fled with his 
brothers and their families Louisiana 
activities led naturally smuggling and 
defiance the newly-formed American government 
the person William Claiborne, the Governor. 


was the lower Bayou Country that Lafitte set 
the notorious commune Barataria, organized cen- 
ter for smuggling and possibly also for piracy. any 
rate there was conflict with the Governor and eventu- 
ally naval raid Barataria. Lafitte acquainted him- 
self with the activities the British and warned, with- 
out success, the coming invasion. His offers 
assistance were refused and his warnings ridiculed but 
himself did not accept the British offers wealth 
and preferment. Even when Jackson came, Lafitte was 
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still snubbed and was not until the last moment that 
his aid was accepted. That aid, especially the guns 
and credited the major factor 
saving the city. 

After war’s end, Lafitte attempted recover some 
his confiscated property unsuccessfully. Falling again 
under suspicion piracy, left New Orleans and 
turned his attention the formation commune 
Galveston and the furtherance the rebellion against 
Spain Mexico and the Caribbean countries. His 
commune failed; but gradually Spain lost control her 
New World possessions and Lafitte claimed credit for 
his contribution wrecking Spanish commerce through 
privateering. Again accusations piracy were raised 
and Lafitte retired private life Charleston and St. 
Louis under the name Laflin after spreading the story 
his death mutiny. died St. Louis 1854. 


story Lafitte’s career the book relatively com- 
plete though only historian could vouch for its 
accuracy. novel, rather slow paced, with 
little plot, and relatively uninteresting. Scenes vio- 
lence and rather negative moral attitude render the 
book suitable only for adults. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 
Chairman, Department Biology, 
University Scranton 


Faulkner, William Big Woods 
Random House. Oct. 14, 1955. 198p. $3.95. 

Big Woods collection Faulkner’s hunting stories 
set the Big Bottom forest along the bend the 
Tallahatchie River and peopled with the familiar folk 
Yoknapatawpha County. Full-page drawings Ed- 
ward Shenton and luxe printing help make 
very attractive volume that offers also good epitome 
Faulkner’s technique and primitivistic philosophy. 


Although Ike McCaslin ages from ten eighty 
their course, the four stories not pretend sequen- 
tial narrative. Their unity thematic one, which 
reinforced five passages (not paginated) interspersed 
for reflective moralizing the argument implicit the 
stories’ symbolism. Basically the theme lament 
that man’s civilization has largely destroyed the pristine 
glory and happiness nature. Partially these values 
can regained ritualistic return the hunt, the 
natural source man’s physical and spiritual sub- 
sistence—but the timber companies are fast destroying 
even this recapture bygone days. Faulkner more 
regretful than indignant over the loss, but his book 
closes with denunciation both white man and 
negro for prostituting their rich heritage mercenary 
goals. 

Leading the group one Faulkner’s best known and 
most controversial narratives, the novelette entitled 
“The Bear,” which has been revised since its first ap- 
pearance from simple hunting story into allegory 
variously interpreted its many admirers. The plot 
almost barren. Ike McCaslin annually goes hunting 
with Sam Fathers, the aged son negro slave and 
Ikkemotubbe Doom, Chickashaw chief, for huge 
bear nicknamed Old Ben. They partially tame Lion, 


wild dog, and for six years persist their tracking 
before finally killing the beast. 
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are fatally clawed the encounter, and their graves 
years later are the only memorial day that has fled 
before the log train. 


“The Old People” characterizes the real hunter the 
person the boy, who advances under Sam’s tutelage 
from small game his first deer hunt. The hot blood 
the buck kills wiped his face Sam, sym- 
bolizing achievement hunting maturity. The story, 
however, more than anecdote personal achieve- 
ment; the implication again that initiation into primi- 
tive life man’s means spiritual refreshment. 


Bear Hunt,” briefest the series, has narrator 
Ratliff, sewing-machine agent. tells the negro 
Ash’s revenge Lucius, son Boon Hogganbeck, for 
early injury. Alone the collection the story de- 
pends chiefly upon humor rather than symbolism for 
its interest. 


The last piece “Race Morning,” which appeared 
only March this year. boy twelve re- 
lates how learned the rites the forest during 
November deer hunt with his guardian, Mister Ernest, 
and octogenarian Uncle Ike. Times and the corn 
whisky have changed, but the message the unspoiled 
life the woodland much the same, though pre- 
sented more lightly and obviously than the early 
stories. Mister Ernest’s final injunction that the boy 
must school—“You got belong the business 
accept the inevitability the 
new world, but not without nostalgia. 


Faulkner, course, never explicit his psychology 
theology; the reader perceives his meaning only 
through symbol and suggestion overlaid with eccen- 
tric rhetoric that undeniably both effective times 
and confusing others. For the most part, however, 
his cult the noble savage rests kind natural 
supernaturalism. sees duality man, whom 
spirit more important than body; nature source 
nourishment that spirit but not plainly avenue 
personal God. 


Though the excellent format suggests the volume 
gift item, its Christmas usage calls for care. Despite 
disarming simplicity vocabulary and conversational 
tone, Faulkner rarely says things plainly convention- 
ally. time-sequences and character relationships, 
moreover, show many vagaries his sentence- 
structure. They demand adult public alert 
stylistic mannerisms. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Clift, Charmian and Johnston, George 
The Sea and the Stone 
Bobbs-Merrill. Oct. 28, 1955. 366p. $3.95. 


George Johnson and Charmian Clift are man-wife 
writing team who are still living Kalymnos (accent 
the Ka), the “stone” ten miles long and five miles 
wide set the Greek “sea” the Eastern end the 
Mediterranean. Their story reads like novel 
itself. Mr. Johnston headed one the larger news 
services London until one day when and his wife 


Best 


Charmian heard radio talk the “dying island 
Kalymnos.” They visited the island vacation, 
turned London, sold whatever they had, severed al] 
connections and, apparently, all security, and packed 
themselves off with their two children live the 


Greek Island. 


Their novel, The Sea and the Stone, tells dramatically 
fictionalized version Kalymnos dying. For almost 
three thousand years the men Kalymnos have been 
going the sea ships and diving for sponges. The 
sponge has been the very life the island for all these 
years. Prosperity meant that the divers ranging far 
the coast Africa, had had successful season 
the sea. Want and hunger indicated that the year had 
been poor one. With the coming synthetic sponges, 
from the chemist’s alembic and not from the dark life 
beneath the sea, way life three thousand years old 
coming end. the effect this historical 
fact upon the island folk that the authors have put 
into their novel. 


The first and most striking quality about The Stone 
and the Sea its ability communicate the spirit 
the Greek islander. The reader will know immediately 
that the story has not been written Greek—its 
reflective undertones are far too Anglo-Saxon 
completely identified wiith the idiom Hellenic 
thought—but will also carried away the 
depth the understanding and the love which the 
authors bring bear upon what must them 
strange people and stranger culture. There 
sympathy, emotional and bodily resonance that per- 
vades the characters and the story. 


Manoli, huge and primitive, uncomplicated, almost 
afraid his own reflections the philosophical order, 
grasping life himself like the huge stone his divers 
use when reaching for depth, Manoli the symbol 
the life that will not die, not even Kalymnos. 
can give himself love for Mina, but not completely. 
One part Manoli remains free and 
the sponge diver him, the sense destiny captain 
the fleet that dives the sea for the island’s subsistence. 
Mina, too, has unconquerable quality about her. 
She too, can love, but not totally. She the mother 
whose life and love come second her duty toward 
her sickly son. 


Pelacos represents the wealthy Greek come home 
land and culture longer feels his own. His 
homecoming and his involvement the life the 
island restore him balanced sense values. Even 
his misguided daughter, Irini, finds some meaning 
life, cursed she with unreasoning flame her 
body. greasy swine come back from 
America with dollars buy his way back 
ance. far more removed from the Kalymnians 
than ever Pelacos was, because his very character 
vitiated, because has rotted away the elemental 
health his fellow folk enjoy—and culture has not 
whit understanding, nor could even spell it. 


This excellent novel, recommended only adults 
because looseness and brutality that crops 


occasion. 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
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Christie, Agatha Hickory Dickory Death 
Dodd, Mead. Nov. 1955. 241p. $3.00. 

What behind the seemingly pointless 
going Hickory Road, Hostel for Students? 
another challenge for the reader and the little grey 
cells our Belgian friend, Hercule Poirot. Before 
puts the discreet pieces together there are three indis- 
creet murders. Old pro Christie doesn’t disappoint 
with this she has done much better. 


Verdict: secondary labor Hercule. 


Williams, Charles Scorpion Reef 
Macmillan. Oct. 31, 1955. 224p. $2.75. 

This corker slam-bang, don’t-question-the-logic- 
of-the-action melodrama. Bill Manning, the hero, 
rugged individualist who gladly helps the curvaceous 
Shannon Macaulay try recover plane load loot 
the Yucatan coast. Before they get it—or they? 
—there murder, hijacking, double crossing conni- 
vance and added fillip mystification this un- 
abashed tour force suspense. 


Verdict: Smashing fine show. 
John Coppinger, 


Rye, New York 
Brown, Frederic Martians, Home 
Dutton. Nov. 14, 1955. 189p. $2.75. 


1964 about one billion Martians suddenly “kwim- 
med” Earth. They turned out little green 
men—mean and bilious little green men. Nothing 
could stop them, ray force affect them; they 
passed through matter and nothing barred their in- 
vasion men’s privacy. They saw all, told all; wrecked 
all military endeavor, the ‘entertainment business, and 
almost brought the world staridstill. Luke Deve- 
reaus, who had gone stale science fiction writer 
and who had almost lost his wife, solved his problem 
Martian relations losing his mind and refusing 
acknowledge their existence. Under these conditions 
regained his wife and his writing power. When the 
Martians suddenly disappeared, Luke knew was 
tight. one else knew anything different. This 
not really science fiction but rather fantasy with 
answer its riddle. Because its preoccupation with 
sex and vulgar humor suitable only for adults and 
should receive great recommendation. 


Thirkell, Angela Enter Sir Robert 
Knopf. Oct. 17, 1955. 293p. $3.50. 


Angela Thirkell notes the beginning her novel 
that there are those who feel her books “are nice 
because doesn’t really matter which you read 
where you open it, they are exactly the same.” And 
just this which makes writing review Enter 
Sir Robert such pleasant task, for doesn’t really 
matter where you begin consider the book, it’s thor- 
oughly delightful from start finish, although actu- 
ally appears have neither start nor finish. The 
Barsetshire merely live their somewhat rou- 
tine lives, and Mrs. Thirkell merely reports their activi- 
point fact, despite the novel’s 
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title Sir Robert never does enter the story, but this too 
absolutely importance, for his wife, Lady 
Graham, complete command every situation, 
and undoubtedly she’d rather unhappy had she 
share command even with Sir Robert. And what 
makes everything very pleasant that all the situa- 
tions she commands are inconsequential. They 
range from repairing minor rent the church carpet- 
ing, through innumerable (but never unwelcome) visits 
see how the pigs are doing, arranging the hymns 
for her mother’s anniversary service. 

the novel everyone and everything moves along 
completely unharried and unhurried with Lady 
Graham “looking in” occasionally. Perhaps most amus- 
ing are her meetings with Mr. Choyce, the vicar; for, 
during them, she becomes almost pontifical and the 
vicar reacts with splendid mixture chagrin and 
reverence. Also amusing are the author’s constant 
comments England’s summer weather especially 
since “Peace Broke Out.” 

But, repeat, hardly necessary review this novel; 
merely recommend it. Enter Sir 
Robert certainly not great novel; not even 
important novel, but thoroughly delightful one. 
And again owe Mrs. Thirkell our thanks. Surely 
must number her among our counted 


blessings. 
Matthew O’Rourke, 
Department English, 
University Scranton 


Sinclair, The Changelings 
McGraw-Hill. Sept. 26, 1955. 323p. $3.75. 

When the conservative reader has adjusted himself 
the vulgarity and sordid realism the little demons 
and their revolting experiences the early chapters 
The Changelings, forced admit that Sinclair 
competent story-teller. Before has finished 
reading the novel through, must also admit that 
the author skillful poet well, for the composi- 
tions “The Changelings,” “Die Schwartze,” and 
Will Not Afraid Die,” attributed Jules Golden, 
the invalid poet the story, combine the talent 
Walt Whitman with that Aline Kilmer. 


The host interesting characters, the dramatic action, 
and the excellent dialogue, especially that Chapter 
18, gives evidence Miss Sinclair’s ability play- 
wright. 

The story concerns the Jewish Levines, Millers, Goldens, 
and Zigmans and the Italian Valentis who are pre- 
occupied with the possibility that the Schwartze (the 
negroes) might rent one three vacant flats the 
block and thereby displace the white people, that they 
are unaware the evil practices which take place 
the Friday night meetings the adolescent girls and 
boys the neighborhood. These meetings are held 
clubhouse the “Gully” adjoining the backyards 
one side the street and are presided over Judith 
Vincent, twelve-year-old girl, and Davie Zigman, 
fifteen-year-old boy. The two leaders give instruction 
“snitching” and raiding stores and yards the 
area. 

“Vincent,” Judith nicknamed, completely dis- 
illusioned when, the suggestion the sexually pre- 
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cocious Santina Valenti, she humiliated her own 
colored girl, Clara Jackson, hiding the 
Gully, has seen the attack Judith and secretly offers 
knife for her protection. friendship blossoms be- 
tween these two girls and they meet clandestinely. 


Judith’s attitude toward Clara influenced the 
philosophy Jules Golden, invalid poet eighteen years 
old, who loves her. expresses his beliefs his 
poems. changeling” explains her, person 
left secretly the place another person supposed 
there. Lots kids don’t belong their parents 
because they want different things out life. They 
don’t talk the same language their hearts.” 


the course the story, the lives the occupants 
each house the block are completely revolutionized 
the presence “changeling” each family; and 
Judith, despite the evil forces which might bring about 
her downfall, emerges more honest and courageous and 
tolerant than her parents. 


Miss Sinclair won the Harper Prize Novel Award for 
1946 with her novel Wasteland. feel sure that there 
prize store The Changelings, even though 
suitable only for readers the mature adult level. 


Lenore Philbin, 


Carson, Rachel The Edge the Sea 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 1955. 276p. $3.95. 


Constantly changing yet ever the same, scene violent 
yet unnoticed struggle, place proliferation and un- 
ending predation the lair the left-handed whelk, 
the domain the coon oyster, the home the calico 
and ghost crabs, slate pencil urchins, moon rails and 
angel wings—the edge the sea. Where water meets 
land, where waves and tides have surged against and 
over rock and sand for centuries and millenia, where 
cataclysmic force meets unyielding opposition, where 
violence the rule and peace the exception; there life 
flourished myriad fascinatingly adapted forms 
some whose natural history Rachel Carson introduces 
The Edge the Sea. 


Whether the shore rocky, sandy coral, the three 
major types illustrated our Atlantic coastline from 
Maine California, there are life forms profusion 
and there are specific problems met the almost 
infinite variation that complexity call protoplasm. 
There are problems overcoming yielding the 
forces generated the struggle between water and 
land, problems food-getting, escaping predators 
and carrying the species and all them have 
been well illustrated and described Dr. Carson 
this third her books that major world phenome- 
non, the sea. 


all cases she stresses the almost mysterious drive 
the living organism exist and reproduce the 
face seemingly impossible conditions. quote, 
“On all these shores there echoes past and 
future: the flow time, obliterating yet containing 
all that has gone before; the sea’s eternal rhythms, 
the tides, the beat surf, the pressing rivers the 
currents—shaping, changing, dominating; the stream 
life flowing inexorably any ocean current, from 
past unknown future. For the shore configuration 
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changes the flow time, the pattern life changes, 
never static, never quite the same from year year, 
Whenever the sea builds new coast, waves living 
creatures surge against it, seeking foothold, establish. 
ing their colonies. And come perceive life 
force tangible any the physical realities the 
sea, force strong and purposeful, incapable being 
crushed diverted from its ends the rising 


story living organisms, the problems they face 
the seashore and the ways which they face them 
this well done work. is, however, somewhat 
overheavily prosed and somewhat repetitive making 
its points. Though there are instances beautiful 
writing the style, the whole, detracts somewhat from 
the interest the book. Those who overcome this 
difficulty will rewarded increased knowledge 
the variety living organisms. The book indexed; 
profusely and excellently illustrated Bob Hines 
the Fish and Wildlife Service. suitable for 
all types readers. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 
Chairman, Department Biology, 
University Scranton 


Weiner, Let’s Press 
Putnam. Nov. 10, 1955. 270p. $3.75. 


News reports recent flood disasters, highlighting the 
exploits jet fighters the alert defend the com- 
munity, told how they take off the first storm 
ing, fly into the “eye” approaching hurricanes, and 
radio back reports what they see. The consensus 
not-too-well-defined opinion had that these men were 
heroes somewhat baffling revelation when 
one considers that we’ve had fellow around Broad- 
way, performing virtually the same functions for the 
past thirty-two years, and has not always come 
highly regarded for his efforts. The fighter’s name 
Walter Winchell, man whom flying the face 
tempests has been both stock-in-trade and joie 
vivre. 


The polarity public opinion regarding the man who 
made chance remarks and idle gossip things 
reckoned with, cultivated, pandered to, and sometimes 
even feared, reflected two quotes from Winchell’s 
fellow Hearstlings. Westbrook Pegler, who rallied 
the columnist’s defense when Winchell came under 
left-wing attack, once referred Walter 
room journalist.” Dorothy Kilgallen dubbed him 
recording angel.” 


Indeed, there are many opinions about Winchell 
there are critics, and now the run-of-the-moola facts 
his life have been set down informal biography 
the veteran Broadway publicist and nimble 
teur, Weiner. reporter’s sense accuracy 
and fair play, and drawing upon twenty years close 
association with the columnist, Weiner traces the 
the second son Jacob and Janette Baskt Winchel 
(an electrician inadvertently added another 
Walter’s surname vaudeville marquee, and Wal- 
ter retained ever since), from newsboy the nation’s 
highest-paid newspaperman; from song 
artist Broadway show plugger; from Manhattan’s 
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tough neighborhood Madison Avenue and 116th 
Street the even more deadly environs The Main 
Stem; from unhappy childhood home life, brought 
his father’s inadequate income, the somewhat 
insecure, well-provided-for middle-age: 


bers that someone made unfriendly remark about him, 
Winchell will, puts it, ‘cut him dead,’ even refusing 
acknowledge greeting, and turning his head obvious 
revulsion. Winchell suspicious people’s motives, 
and especially wary newspaper writers and press 
agents. Journalists find exceedingly difficult win his 
confidence. wonder what he’s looking for,’ Winchell will 
ask upon receiving string excellent scoops tips from 


Considering the formidable array celebrities with 
whom the columnist has found himself odds over 
the years, this biography might reasonably have been 
subtitled: “Winchell and His Enemies.” The list 
includes, among others: Charles Lindberg; Con- 
Martin Dies; publishers Bennett Cerf, the late 
Col. Robert McCormick and Eleanor “Cissie” Pat- 
terson; TIME; The New York Post; newsmen Sul- 
livan, Drew Pearson, Leonard Lyons; entertainer George 
Jessel; and raucous agglomeration isolationists, fas- 
cists, and communists, the latter with their dopes, 
dupes and devil’s disciples. 


Winchell has been known lead with his heart in- 
stead his head, and has the “scars and stripes” 
prove it. The columnist’s unreserved adulation 
the late FDR, and his ill-concealed contempt for Presi- 
dent Truman are case point. Roosevelt did noth- 
ing wrong. Truman did nothing right. This view- 
point Winchell’s furnished those vehemently 
opposite persuasions with not unreasonable grounds 
for attacking the commentator’s objectivity 
bility, and paved the way for the all-out blitz that was 
follow the wake his support Senator Mc- 


Carthy. 


However far right center might have carried him, 
Winchell’s backing the Wisconsin firebrand was not 
inconsistent with the many years tub-thumping 
had done behalf G-Man Hoover and the FBI. 
Both the senator and the commentator bring the same 
tenacity purpose their endeavors, 
methods are not all When their sights 
lock 


The liberal element, palsy with Winchell during the 
New Deal Daze, suddenly wanted out however, and 
the commentator’s flanks were exposed. 
breach rushed Roy Cohn and others, but the onslaught 
those determined demote Winchell the public 
mind could not stayed. His enemies moved closer 
their objective via The Stork Club incident involving 
Josephine Baker; The New York Post attacks; Win- 
chell’s inevitable retaliations both his column and 
the air; the lawsuits which followed these retaliations, 
and finally, the humiliating retractions and out-of-court 
settlements forced upon the commentator and his ABC 
network the insurance company. Not everyone will 
agree with author Weiner that Winchell dropped Mc- 
Carthy because “there was lack public interest 
the subject,” but one can question his doing 
the columnist paid stiff fare for his hitch the 
McCarthy bandwagon. 
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Whether not you like Walter Winchell his 
methods the causes that have won his support over 
the years, really quite unimportant. After the brick- 
bats, the bravado, the buncombe and ballyhoo are 
brushed aside, one thing still remains: Winchell, 
the reportorial fact. What Pulitzer, Patterson, Hearst 
and McCormick were the publisher level, Winchell 
the legmen’s eschelons. story American 
journalism would complete without him. And 
has won for himself, rightful place the lead. 


Arthur North, 
New York 
New York, New York 


Wu, John Fountain Justice 
Sheed Ward. Oct. 19, 1955. 287p. $3.75. 


one engaged the problems busy workaday 
world the law, reading this book distin- 
guished linguist, scholar, teacher, statesman, judge, dip- 
lomat, philosopher, and writer lucid, charming 
prose times having the beauty exquisite poetry, 
was exhilarating, refreshing, and eminently en- 
joyable and rewarding experience. Its publication 
another step the direction focusing the attention 
Americans fundamentals which were known 
and loved the Founding Fathers; providing 
better understanding the law and how works and, 
more importantly, how should work. 


How good find one who respects the law 
noble profession; who has knowledge the proper 
relationship between law and morals; who aware 
the false doctrines embraced pragmatism and 
other materialistic philosophies law; who has hopes 
and aspirations, abundance ideals, genuine ap- 
preciation justice and truth, the good and the beau- 
tiful, and who can write unashamedly the dignity 
man, his mission here earth, and his goal 
eternity. 


the opinion that the meaning the natural law 
had never been adequately presented the vast ma- 
jority American students law, the University 
Notre Dame the years 1947 tto 1950, inclusive, con- 
ducted four natural law institute proceedings—an ex- 
position the broad philosophical implications the 
natural law doctrine; the historical development the 
doctrine through the ages, Greek, Roman, Medieval, 
Renaissance periods, and American jurisprudence; 
the relations between the natural law and the four 
great departments positive law, i.e., the common law, 
canon law, constitutional law and international law; 
discussion human rights, the natural law and the 
right liberty, property, self expression, and 
pursue happiness. 


1953, symposium the Natural Law was held 
New York City which papers were read the 
natural law, its nature, scope and sanction, the Ameri- 
can Constitution, International Affairs, and finally, one 
Doctor “The Natural Law and Our Com- 
mon Law.” The preparation preliminary the latter 
address and other papers delivered Doctor 
since his errival Professor Law Seton Hall 
University, were used basis for further study and 
reflection the writing the present volume. The 
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prologue contains consideration some basic notions 
which would helpful most anyone clarifying 
their thinking and understanding the law 
various branches, its sources, and its development. 


Part contains delightfully clear exposition the 
common law its old home across the seas and later 
its new home these shores. 


Part II, “In the School Christ,” deals with the jur- 
idical wisdom Christ and the Christian influences 
the common law. 


The epilogue deals with the art law and expounds 
theory justice. Throughout there abundance 
profound insights, masterful presentation the 
giants the law England and America, aware- 
ness of, citation and discussion many landmarks 
the law. From background study the Chinese 
legal system, the third earliest legal system the world 
origin, the Universities Michigan, Harvard, 
Paris and Berlin, friendship with Dean Pound, Mr. 
Justice Holmes, Rudolph Stammler, and many others 
eminent learning, attainments, and achievements, 
Doctor has given mature statement his 
Christian philosophy the law, based primarily upon 
the teachings the scriptures and St. Thomas 
Aquinas. 

for one glad have this book nearby for ready 
reference and guidance the days and years ahead. 


John Murphy, Judge, 
United States District Court, 
Pennsylvania 


Root, Merrill Collectivism the Campus 
Devin-Adair. Nov. 1955. 403p. $5.00. 


This book professor English Earlham Col- 
lege who, having written extensively his own field, 
now devotes himself task which is, apparently, 
very close his heart. thesis that there 
real battle for the mind American colleges between 
militant collectivism and the less vocal individualism 
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Marjorie Morningstar 

Auntie Mame 

Man the Gray Flannel Suit (Ila) 
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Sept. 
Oct. 


Root Childs 
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which has been traditional under our form govern 
ment. 


Under collectivist, Professor Root includes not only the 
out-and-out communist, the professed socialist and the 
“fellow travelers,” but also those who are the “modern 
liberals,” who see only under state control the solution 
most our problems. the individualist 
derstands one who theory and practice believes 
the dignity man and his inherent rights 
individual and looks upon the state means 
that end. 

interesting and readable book. factual 
because gives actual examples illustrate its claims 
and names names and cites books and pages and 
verse. analytical book because gets behind 
the facts and interprets them. seems, the whole, 
viewer can judge from the treatment accorded the half- 
dozen educational administrators with whom 
sonally acquainted. 

For his source materials Professor Root has drawn 
heavily, but not exclusively, upon the voluminous re- 
ports the Senate Jenner Committee which 
about two years ago investigated “Subversive Influences 
the Educational Process” and revealed that small 
but well organized corps actual Communists had 
infiltrated all levels education. hoped 
that Professor Root’s report will receive more favor- 
able hearing than the Senate report because speaks 
not government representative wholly apart from 
education, but practicing member the educa- 
tional profession with more than quarter century 
educational service behind him. 


should pointed out that the present study goes 
considerably beyond the scope the Senate investiga- 
tions, which dealt chiefly with the “collectivist left,” 
because covers the whole range collectivist thought 
including the “modern liberal” with his scorn for reli- 
gion and his relativism education, morals, and 
social thought. the concluding chapter Professor 
Root makes plea professors, alumni, and parents 
change the climate the prevailing trend towards col- 
lectivism American Colleges. But his motivation 
and his means accomplishing this seem disappoint- 
ingly weak. accidental that communists 
fellow travellers have found possible infiltrate 
Catholic could that the practice 
religion, the profession abiding faith God 
and fixed code morals have much with win- 
ning the battle for the mind? 


seems that the book has real solution for the 
problem which raises. But has delineated the 
problem clearly and for that reason well werth 
reading. book for the mature person, for the 
college teacher administrator, for the college 
classman graduate student particularly the secu- 
lar institutions, well for the intelligent citizen. 


Edward Stanford, O.S.A., 
Washington 17, 
Childs, Marquis The Ragged Edge 
Doubleday. Oct. 20, 1955. 251p. $3.50. 


Marquis Childs newspaper columnist with repu- 
tation for objective and penetrating analysis political 
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events and personalities without use sensationalism. 
His latest book, the form diary, his account 
the eventful period between February and August 
1954, beginning with the meeting Geneva the 
Big Four foreign ministers and concluding with the 
French Assembly’s rejection E.D.C. 


The greater portion this book deals with the settle- 
ment the war Indo-China; and the most interest- 
ing aspect his description the American attitudes 
this crucial problem. The depth his penetration 
illustrated his account the impact America’s 
policy toward China any leadership might have 
had the Indo-China matter. 


“America’s China policy had for long time not been 
much policy precarious attempt maintain the status 
quo; that is, the status quo with illusions: the illusion that 
Chiang-Kai-Shek could reconquer the mainland China 
and that, therefore, Nationalist China was justified repre- 
senting the United States and elsewhere the power five 
hundred million people, although exercising jurisdiction 
fact, not law, over only eight million people. This 
policy, rather lack policy, had added America’s diffi- 
culties during the Indo-China conflict. the other Western 
powers were deeply suspicious that certain Americans wanted 
use attack Dienbienphu excuse initiate war 
against Communist China. Our Allies suspected the motives 
those who insisted that few strikes American planes 
would have settled the whole matter.” 
The difficulty such suspicion America’s motives 
well illustrated account consultation be- 
tween Admiral Radford and the British military chiefs 
London, just before the fall Dienbienphu: 
“The British not trust Radford. the objective his 
mission was win Britain over intervention, worse 
representative could not have been sent. Privately, the 
top they speak ‘Radford’s war.’ This reflects the convic- 
tion that the chairman America’s Joint Chiefs Staff 
wants draw tight blockade around the Chinese mainland. 
The view has been attributed Radford the American 
Press that the Pacific cannot secure for the United States 
long the Communist regime remains power Peip- 
ing. Therefore, even necessary wage war, 
limited war but nevertheless war, for fifty years, that regime 
must brought down. Whether this correct reflection 
the Admiral’s views not, such concept terrifies the 
British.” 
Childs goes describe how Radford urged inter- 
vention American air and naval forces prevent 
the fall Dienbienphu. Only the extraordinary and 
forceful presentation General Ridgeway’s persuasive 
arguments about the military absurdity such con- 
cept limited intervention prevented American action 
that might well have begun World War III the 
wrong time and the wrong place. 


Mendes-France, the first realistic premier France 
modern memory, faced bitter criticism over the negoti- 
ated settlement the Indo-China conflict. When 
Bidault, who had contributed the gravity the crisis 
his refusal face unpleasant facts, asked the As- 
sembly consider whether the settlement Geneva 
had not fact been appeasement the Com- 
munists, Mendes answered with the same explanation 
offered Under-Secretary State Bedell-Smith: 
“You can’t win the conference table what has been already 
lost the battlefield. Indo-China was lost long suc- 
cession futile governments procrastinated.” 
regular reader the New York Times and several 
very good periodicals will not find any new facts this 
book; but even well-informed follower modern 
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international events and crises will greatly profit from 
the perspective displayed here Marquis Childs. 


Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Political Philosophy Department, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


ALTERNATE BOOK THE MONTH 
CLUB—NOVEMBER 


Shor, Jean Bowie After You, Marco Polo 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 11, 1955. 294p. $4.50. 


This fascinating book the author’s interesting 
and exotic honeymoon-journey along the route 
Marco Polo the high mountain passes from Turkey 
Pakistan. Franc and Jean Shor meet with every 
possible experience along the way from the sumptuous 
hospitality the Shah Iran border skirmishes, 
betrayal “trusted” guide, illness and hunger. 
the mid-twentieth century this adventurous American 
couple start out retrace the seven-century-old trail 
Marco Polo from Venice Peiping. Their absorb- 
ing and exciting story details the route that they take 
plane, ancient bus and car, horse and yak, 
well foot places that many seem like 
no-man’s land. 


The author was adventurous lady from the very 
beginning. Fascinated the maps and pictures The 
National Geographic child, she began 
correspond with other children Holland, Czecho- 
slovakia, Greece and Poland who asked her thousands 
questions about her native Texas. imaginative 
flights she would sail off India, the South Seas, 
England with Kipling and Maugham and Robert 
Louis Stevenson. She accompanied the caravans 
Harold Lamb, read every history Asia and Europe 
she could lay her hands upon, consumed Mark Twain’s 
Innocents Abroad and Sven Hedin’s accounts his 
travels Asia. Above all else she was enthralled 
the adventures Marco Polo and she could recite his 
itinerary like train schedule. Marco Polo taught her 
great respect for maps and she dreamed becoming 
explorer and searching out unknown places. 


Jean Shor became familiar with Europe, witnessed war 
there and later the creeping conquest China. 
1946 she was member the UNRRA China and 
was sent administrative assistant Shanghai. 
There she met the China correspondent the Reader’s 
Digest, Franc Shor, tall, big-boned, wide-shouldered 
whom later she married Chinese 
ceremony. Franc and Jean had much common, 
enthusiasm for life abroad and most all insatiable 
appetite travel. Franc had seen more the world 
than Jean and offered fill the gaps her educa- 
tion. Franc spoke fluent Chinese, some French and 
German, and bits Turkish, Turki, and Pashto. Jean 
spoke Spanish and was extremely fluent the sign 
language. short time they merged their wander- 
lusts and resources and started out see the world. 


Along the route Marco Polo the Shors’ adventures 
paralleled fascination and variety those their 
predecessor. Jean was captured the Communists 
and subjected brain-washing when the term and the 
ordeal were almost unheard of. 
across the Gobi Desert, looked upon the Caves the 
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Thousand Buddhas and the Tomb Genghis Khan. 
They picnicked with the Shah Iran and they were 
given personal permission the King Afghanistan 
cross the forbidden and perilous Wakhan Corridor. 
They were received the great leaders and the savage 
primitives along the boundaries Turkey, Iran, Russia, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan and China. They slept their 
clothes during snowstorms and sandstorms and when 
they were fortunate enough find bed, they slept 
more frequently under than upon because the 
frightfully filthy state their accommodations. Franc 
contracted deadly fever the High Pamirs during 
snowstorm; wolves were driven off flash-bulbs; tribal 
warfare interrupted their route across the high passes 
the Wakhan Corridor the wild reaches Afghanis- 
tan. the fabulous peace and breathless beauty 
the Hunza Valley, the Shangri-La northern Pakistan, 
they finally arrived, exhausted and dreadfully ill. 
After You, Marco Polo the American testament 
adventure, written with humor, penetrating insight and 
sensitivity. superb travelogue, lively and humor- 
ous, grim and tragic, but vastly entertaining. 

Thomas Wassmer, 

Moyne College, 

Syracuse, New York 


Stern, Philip van Doren 
Simon Schuster. Oct. 28, 1955. 


Tin Lizzie 


180p. $3.95. 


This the story Henry Ford’s masterpiece, the won- 
derful “no-hoss” shay that was the Model Ford. 


Mr. Stern, noted writer fiction and historical works 


well Pictorial History the Automobile, has 
mixed abundance historical research and con- 
siderable sentiment into charming and informative 
little book. belongs the collections not only 
automobile and American enthusiasts, but all those 
with trace nostalgia for the days when Tin Lizzie 
rattled over the countryside and horsepower was 
lot. 

The Model course, was more than just another 
pioneer car: was the one that put the horse out 
business for good. came into America, Octo- 
ber, 1908, that was largely vast collection isolated 
villages connected dusty, overgrown horse trails. 
When departed for the museums years later, 
left country that would never the same again: 
country more closely bound together than wanted 
be, ready for 325-horsepower Cadillacs, broad networks 
superhighways, and death tolls 400 over holiday 
weekend. Detroit became world power. 

The queer little jalopy brought mechanized transporta- 
tion the common man prices low $290, 
brand new 1924. Its success necessitated the world’s 
first assembly line Ford’s Highland Park plant. De- 
spite the fact that the Model T’s 1908 specifications 
were changed very little years production, 
more than 15,000,000 were made, and they swarmed 
over the roads like ants the 

Mr. Stern’s narrative misses very little. There are 
enough technical details, comparisons, tables please 
the most exacting automotive enthusiast. For the aver- 
age reader, the color includes the story the fabulous 
1909 Transcontinental Race, the worldwide adventures 
the Model its uses today, folklore, jokes, and even 


Stern Frischauer Seagrave 


Best 


music about the old car. Through frequent use 
quotes from primary sources, Mr. Stern makes the life 
the Model interestingly human, provides 
much insight into the character Mr. Ford himself, 
But the real beauty this book lies its 
The large readable type worked between hundreds 
pictures, old advertisements, and illustrations with 
technique that bests even the leading picture maga- 
zines. Charles Harper, extremely clever fel- 
low, has provided dozens amusing panel drawings 
with his cheerfully colorful dust jacket and inside 
cover illustrations. The pictures and art work are 
done light browntone contrasted with occasional 
splashes buff. 

was long way from the Tin Lizzie the Ford 
Foundation, but Mr. Stern and captured 
the era with touch that can accomplished only 


work love. 
James Arnold, 
Sacramento, California 


Frischauer, Willi and Jackson, Robert 
The Altmark Affair 

Macmillan. Nov. 1955. 255p. $3.75. 
the first few months World War II, the German 
pocket battle-ship Graf Spee, caused quite furor 
the South Atlantic she preyed upon and sank British 
merchant ships. The Altmark was the supply and 
refueling ship the Graf Spee and this her story. 
The fact that Captain Langsdorff, the Graf Spee, 
was too humane set men adrift open lifeboats 
the high seas forced the Altmark become floating 
prison for about three hundred men, some whom 
were incarcerated under most foul conditions for more 
than four months. 
When Captain Langsdorff scuttled the Graf Spee 
Montevideo December 1939, Captain Dau tried 
reach Germany with his cargo prisoners. The 
sttory his run for home and subsequent capture, 
after almost penetrating the English blockade, well 
told and fraught with interest. 
The book has been well done and the reviewer believes 
that can recommended all types readers. 

Edward Bartley, 

Department Mathematics, 

University Scranton 


Seagrave, Gordon S., M.D. 

Hospital the Hills 
Norton. Nov. 1955. 253p. $3.75. 
Once again, the author Burma Surgeon and Burma 
Surgeon Returns takes his readers the hill country 
North Burma. Dr. Seagrave comes from missionary 
family, being the last twenty-eight who have 
voted their lives and for Burma. 
After World War II, returned the United States 
give lecture tour and bring himself date 
the practice medicine. then returned 
Burma and, for some time, was Medical Officer 
the State. 
Considerable space devoted the fight for power 
different political factions and the geography 
the country. 
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ultimately returns Nankham, the site his 
original hospital, and rebuilds its capacity 
beds. For what appears superficial and 
absurd charges, Dr. Seagraves arrested for high trea- 
son. found guilty some the charges, but 
cleared. This the apparent reason for the 
book. the sequence events leading his arrest 
and conviction are entirely states, will not 
Jong until Burma completely behind the Bamboo 


Curtain. 

While there nothing the book that cannot read 
the general reader, cannot think being 
interest any one group readers. unfortunate 
that, with the enormous clinical experience that Dr. 
Seagrave has had tropical medicine and surgery, 
has not devoted more space his professional work. 


O’Brien, M.D., 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Burns, George (with Cynthia Hobart Lindsay) 
Love Her, That’s Why! 


Simon Schuster. Nov. 1955. 267p. $3.50. 


The jacket blurb promises that George Burn’s auto- 
biography funny and genuinely moving.” 
Perhaps may such, but will appear many 
readers brash, self-confident, complacent chronicle 
tiresome and archaic jokes—jokes which that blurb 
adds are Burns’ best. may that these readers have 
sense humor, that they are not susceptible 
what emotionally evocative, for such readers not 
wish discover page after page Love Her, That’s 
Why! merely warmed-over Whiz Bang College 
Humor “wheezes,” some which are more mildly 
risqué than Even Burns’ struggle reach the 
Palace—the mecca all vaudeville performers—grim 
and harrowing though was, can boring because 
George plays for laughs. His romance with Gracie 
Allen treated almost trivially, with the accent 
gags. His rise fame show business, his career 
pictures, radio and television are not ignored, course, 
but used vehicles for more atrocious humor. 


Neither competency nor accuracy evident this book 
which Jack Benny confesses “the kind book you 
can’t put For instance, page 61, George has 
teacher Leon Trotsky, but the next paragraph 
pinpoints this period his life these words, “This 
was the era the speak-easy obviously 
ignores the fact that the era the speak-easy began 
when Leon Trotsky was thousands miles away from 
the United States, serving the people’s commissar for 
foreign affairs Russia. Then page 109 there this 
challenging bit information, “While was 
way over the offices, Mary Kelly called Ray Myers, 
who was the booker the Orpheum, and who, 
remember, was mad about her.” Ray Myers has not 
been mentioned previously the text. Even the index 
admits that first cited page 109! Finally, Burns 
completely ignores World War although should 

ave been eligible for military service. his patter 
could have sold lot Liberty Bonds. 


The most disturbing feature this autobiography, 
far Catholics are concerned, the statement page 
26, “Gracie Catholic and good one.” Keeping 
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that mind, they will startled read page 119, 
that good Catholic Gracie was married before justice 
the peace. Apart from her husband’s assurance 
Gracie’s loyalty her children, the only evidence dis- 
cernible this devotion that she occasionally lights 
candles what describes “her church.” 

Despite Jack Benny’s prologue, despite the photographs 
and the conscientious index, despite even the laugh-a- 
line style which George undertakes, few discerning 
readers will agree with the blurb that Love Her, That’s 
Why! “will delight anyone lucky enough read it.” 
Instead they will hope that everyone may spared 


that misfortune. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Meredith, Roy 
The American Wars: Pictorial History 
from Quebec Korea 

World. Nov. 1955. 349p. $10.00 


Roy Meredith’s experiences television and camera 
man have been invaluable aid the modern trend 
toward the visualization history. The American 
Wars collection portraits and sketches from the 
French and Indian War Korea. Many the draw- 
ings are new. For the student military history the 
artistic contributions Grant, Meade and Sherman 
will come surprise. 


The book divided into twelve sections. Each section 
covers the drawings Military period our national 
history. Chapters Three, Four and Eight are devoted 
Indian Wars and West Point. Before each series 
drawings there short synopsis the historical 
era together with general description the geography 
the country section concerned. The great majority 
the early pictures are idealistic engravings heroes 
such Major Putnam and Jeffrey Amherst. Drawings 
frontier outposts and projected sieges are most in- 
formative. The Revolutionary period contains portraits 
and battle scenes executed Colonel John Trumbull 
and Charles Peale. 

From the War 1812 Korea lithographs and paint- 
ings abound. This series emphasizes the number 
nautical drawings our history. The frigate Essex 
emerges one the most popular vessels the Navy. 
Seven pages are devoted her South Pacific cruise and 
resultant prize work 1812. 

Since Mr. Meredith also authority the pictorial 
history the Civil War seen through the photos 
Matthew Brady can well show comparisons between 
paintings and historical truth. page 185 points 
the exaggerated painting James Walker the 
Review the Grand Army the Republic com- 
pared Brady’s realistic picture the same event. 


Light Cavalry Overture covering the years 1876-1890 
contains drawings Frederic Remington Indian 
scouts, supply wagons and drill procedures the 
Plains. This section all Remington. excellent 
its realism. 

The book ends with contemporary drawings armed 
services personnel. Lawrence Smith’s oil painting, 


The Quick and the Dead, stands out for its grim reality. 
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This book relies heavily the collections Art Gal- 
leries and Museums. brings art the historian who 
might never have the opportunity visiting some 
our great collections. Roy Meredith has rendered 
great service the study American history. This 
book recommended all libraries reference 
work for the historical minded. 


Frank Brown, 
Chairman, Department History, 
University Scranton 


Simon, Henry (editor) 

Treasury Christmas Songs and Carols 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 1955. 242p. $4.95. 
Here handsomely printed collection 114 Christ- 
mas carols, hymns, and songs, with new piano arrange- 
ments the editor and Rudolph Fellner, and with 
attractively varied illustrations Rafaello Busoni. All 
the favorite carols, British and American, French and 
Austrian, German and Polish and Ukrainian, along 
with representative carols Italy, Spain, Czechoslo- 
vakia, even Sweden and Japan and China are here. 
There are six solo arrangements including Adam’s 
Holy Night,” Handel’s “He Shall Feed His Flock” 
and Brahms’ “Eia, Eia!” The editor has even devised 
some extra Rounds and Canons for singing. The ar- 
rangements are keys easy for all sing they stand 
about the piano—the inevitable chap who can’t carry 
tune can read the annotations while the others sing— 
and the pianist can have some fun with the arrange- 
ments too. The book handsome, indeed, that one 
wishes the publishers had insisted headbands the 
binding give longer life. all will 
charmed receive such book for Christmas; and 
would seem almost indispensable have the 
house for Christmas hospitality. 


Williams, (editor) 

Century Punch Cartoons 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 1955. 340p. $4.95. 
This probably the most generous collection car- 
toons published this price this year. any year this 
sampling the dry and wry and often pungently 
satiric humor Britain’s most enduringly popular 
weekly would bargain. This year, with strong 
competition from several other handsome and generous 
collections cartoons, can still hold its own and, 
thanks the careful skill the publishing house, may 
even have good edge over its nearest competitor. 
one need, hereafter, complain that the British are 
humorless lot; that their funny bones are peculiar 
their own island realm. What human subject 
for humor (or humour); and people are pretty much 
the same matter where they found. What makes 
this collection more than ordinarily valuable the 
time-space covers: one hundred years cartooning, 
poking fun foibles politics, fashions and fads, 
folly all degrees, gives also backward glimpse 
what our fathers and their fathers’ fathers before 
them wore and worried about. Malcolm Muggeridge 
contributes foreword which helps interpret some 
the more arcane matters for the youngest generation. 
And for those who know it, the entire Punch travesty 


Simon Williams Hammerstein Clymer Keller 


The New Yorker, reply twenty years later our 
own magazine’s satire included. This 
another estimable book consider for Christmas 
ing, yourself and others. will reward you with 
hours chuckling browsing. 


Hammerstein, Oscar (editor) 
The Jerome Kern Song Book 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 11, 1955. 224p. $7.50. 


The words and music the best known and 
loved songs the late Jerome Kern who, for almost 
fifty years, was king the operetta theater and the 
musical comedy stage. Dr. Albert Sirmay has made 
new arrangements all the songs, with eye mak- 
ing them easy play and sing. And the book 
handsome tribute Mr. Kern, beautifully printed and 
bound last, and with attractive dust jacket 
have seen this year: “They Didn’t Believe Me,” “Look 
for the Silver Lining,” “Sally,” “Wild Rose,” “Ka-lu-a,” 
“Whip-poor-will” are among the ten dated from 1904 
1924. The best songs from “Show Boat,” “Sunny,” 
“Sweet Adeline” make twelve others; and the remain- 
ing songs are from the scores Jerome Kern contributed 
motion pictures either new compositions 
borrowed from operettas previously staged; here are, 
for instance, songs from “The Cat and the Fiddle,” 
“Roberta,” “Very Warm for May,” well the movie 
“Swing Time”; and such immortal tunes “The Last 
Time Saw Paris,” “Dearly Beloved” and “Long Ago 
and Far Away.” The music charming and memo- 
rable; the lyrics seem tailored fit almost every 
case. Any family with piano will the richer for 
having copy; and libraries will want for their col- 
lection Americana, least. 


Clymer, Floyd 

Henry’s Wonderful Model (1908-1927) 
McGraw-Hill. Nov. 1955. 219p. $5.95. 
you once owned one the wonderful Model T’s, 
which were perhaps much better known the 
complimentary soubriquet “Tin you may 
want buy this album photographs, advertisements, 
songs and jokes about the gas-buggies which made 
Henry Ford into millionaire many times over 
became institution. There are diagrams the 
motor and its components; listings the serial numbers 
the motor blocks, explanations the variations and 
improvements that were made yearly the original 
model, evolved into the later Model But this 
more museum-piece than anything else. The 
jokes are few and ordinary; the cartoons also few. But 
there are scads trade photographs reproduced; and 
page after page advertisements for Model acces 
sories. doubtful that such collection will prove 
popular now. Libraries want include their 
collections Americana; maybe not, this price. The 
Ford Foundation could have subsidized the whole thing 
and sent out free. 


Keller, Alan Grandma’s Cooking 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 31, 1955. 240p. $3.75. 


Mr. Keller has about equally divided his book into 
halves, with the first 108 pages consisting brief 
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chapters reminiscences about country customs and 
farm-house procedures Windham County, Connecti- 
cut, some fifty more years agone; the pages 111 
232, also divided into chapters, containing recipes for 
chowders, stews, soups, main dishes, breads and rolls, 
desserts and cakes and pies, etc. few beverages and 
few preserves precede thorough-going index. And 
that’s that. Except for requiring large quantities 
eggs and butter from time time, most these recipes 
have core frugality that should recommend them 
the economically-minded. However, there are few 
that are very new different except the names given 
them, presumably Grandma. But fun read 
about them again, particularly the nostalgic setting 
Mr. Keller has given them. 


Keene, Japanese Literature 
Grove Press. Oct. 12, 1955. 444p. $6.50. 


This anthology excerpts from Japanese writings “from 
the earliest era mid-nineteenth century” is, presum- 
ably, the first two volumes compiled and edited 
Donald Keene who also author Japanese Litera- 
ture: Introduction for the Western Reader and The 
Japanese Discovery Europe. This anthology part 
the Unesco Collection Representative Works 
(Japanese Series) and well worth library’s invest- 
ment. The works represented the anthology are, 
for the most part, tales and stories and poems, with 
some selections from diaries and articles discussing the 
various classical drama forms, with some representative 
short pieces the drama. Mr. Keene’s introduc- 
tion skillfully illuminating though brief. 


Wilson, Edmond The Scrolls from the Dead Sea 
Oxford University Press. Oct. 13, 1955. 121p. $3.25. 

The alleged purpose Mr. Wilson’s book present 
the jayman, popular form, brief outline the 
history and importance the documents which have 
been found several caves along the Dead Sea since 
1947, documents, many them only fragments 
very poor state preservation, both biblical and extra- 
biblical, which throw much new light the state 
Judaism the period immediately preceding and im- 
mediately following the birth Christ. Generally, the 
chief end the composition attempt illustrate 
his thesis that “it would seem immense advantage 
for cultural and social intercourse—that for civiliza- 
tion—that the rise Christianity should, least, 
generally understood simply episode human 
history rather than propagated dogma and divine 
The study the Dead Sea Scrolls—with 
the direction now taking—cannot fail, one would 
think conduce this” (p. 108). That the author 
unqualified write such topic, admits; that 
disqualified some very heavy preconceptions, the 
animus which hardly concealed somewhat 
lengthy attack Christianity general coupled with 
the expression rather benign tolerance orthodox 
Judaism, would scarcely admit, but would claim, 
for his part, only reason, freed from superstition. The 
author’s principal authority for the interpretation 
these texts André Dupont-Sommer, whom classes 
“independent” scholar (101). For anyone who 


Keene Wilson 235 


has any acquaintance with the field biblical arch- 
eology and the allied subjects this dependence the 
author alone would sufficient define the entire 
scope and dogma Mr. Wilson’s book, without reading 
it, but the author, albeit admitting that perhaps Du- 
pont-Sommer’s position somewhat extreme, feels con- 
fident that the true one. The independence 
Dupont-Sommer’s reasoning does not even question 
noting that this scholar alone cites the “authority” 
Ernest Renan, although careful point out 
the general reticence and hesitation “Christian” 
scholars face the “real implications” the 
documents, namely that “the characteristic doctrines 
Christianity must have been developed gradually 
and naturally out dissident branch Judaism” 
(80), well that Jewish scholars recognize 
the flexibility Judaism the first centuries before 
Christ and the first Christian Century. That the al- 
most militant rationalism, magnificently exemplified 
the work Dupont-Sommer, well that sev- 
eral Jewish researchers whom the author cites “inde- 
pendent” scholars, support his thesis, not ridden 
with the most blinding prejudices, assumed. Mr. 
Wilson will not question his own position. 

for the matter the book and the thesis proposed 
(and should refer the reader Rowley’s The 
Zadokite Fragments and the Dead Sea Scrolls, Oxford, 
1952, for the best account the question that 
date) one would deny that much this literature 
would have played certain part the writings 
the New Testament, for men not create from noth- 
ing when writing, but, the contrary, must use the 
formation their concepts and their expression the 
linguistic material which their disposal—must 
build upon preéxistent foundations, using terms and 
associations ideas which are current among their 
contemporaries. The reasoning Mr. Wilson’s au- 
thorities is, for the most part, post hoc ergo propter 
hoc sort thing, form inference which went out 
style some years ago. One might say that the Dead 
Sea documents, which have shed much new light 
the state Judaism, and especially non-pharisaic 
Judasim, about the time Christ, tend above all 
confirm the traditional view the early stages Chris- 
tianity rather than wreck it, for they give clear evi- 
dence the historicity the tradition, its fact, 
well the real uniqueness Christianity. St. Paul 
would the last one deny his dependence, within 
certain limits, upon his Judaism. Indeed, the only 
thing against the authenticity the Christian tradi- 
tional view the origins the Church are the gratui- 
tous assumptions and priori interpretations the 
texts offered Dupont-Sommer al. fine, one might 
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quote from Dr. Albright’s recent review this book 
(New York Herald Tribune, Oct. 16, 1955) that “he 
doubts whether any conservative theologian the 
least apprehensive what the Scrolls may bring 
forth, but does know number liberals who are 
seriously worried about the fate their pet hypotheses.” 


Richard Frank, 

Department Semitic and Egyptian 
Languages and Literature, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Lamb, Harold New Found World 
Doubleday. Nov. 1955. 336p. $5.75. 


The author The Crusades and Genghis Khan, 
(among others), has written account the expedi- 
tions the New World, prior the year 1600. The 
book begins with the moody Columbus and, much 
the manner movie, flashes back explorers who 
preceded the visionary Italian. All the heroes dusty 
schoolboy memory are resurrected this work. There 
the Italian seaman, Giovanni Caboto, sailing the 
bark Matthew with eighteen British seamen. This John 
Cabot, called himself after entering the service 
the frugal Henry Tudor, gave England claim 
North America the Newfoundland; and, also, adver- 
tised the enormous schools codfish the north At- 
lantic waters. 


Mr. Lamb has added little that his readable 
book. includes among the early European dis- 
coverers North America the Norsemen, who were 
great sea-rovers long before the compass was used for 
navigation. The story follows great detail the con- 
tributions the Portuguese, the French, the Spanish, 
and the English the quest for wealth and glory 
America. Lamb departs, however, from the usual 
heroic nationalistic school writing; calls spade 
spade. His vivid insertions Indian customs and 
traits help liven what, normally, might heavy 
reading. 

The economic differences which existed between Spain, 
Portugal and the Italian city-states had direct bearing 
the charting the new sea routes. Tiny maritime 
Portugal constantly hammered away the coast 
Africa until sea route was opened India. just 
that Mr. Lamb eulogizes the brave seamen the 
Iberian peninsula, often forgotten poular history 
books. The English voyages America end the book 
with section which covers the post-Columbian period. 
The Roanoke colony and Walter Raleigh’s attempt 
see Virginia English nation help keep the Eliza- 
bethan tradition alive. 

Written for the intelligent average reader, New Found 
World assumes fairly broad knowledge West Euro- 
pean history the late Renaissance and Reformation 
periods. The author’s style clear and dramatic; and 
though, all Mr. Lamb’s books, extensive research 
has been made its preparation, New Found World 
makes excelent story. recommend for supple- 
mentary college and, possibly, high school reading. 


Frank Brown, 
Chairman, Department History, 
University Scranton 


Best 


Kimbrough, Emily Near and Yet Far 
Harper. Oct. 241p. $3.50. 

Mrs. Kimbrough dedicates this, most recent her 
reports touring, her indefatigable contemporaries. 
and-companions-in-travel. They are old college chums, 
all “forty plus and fancy free,” named affectionately 
confusingly Darn, Ellen, Kat, Luz, and Sophy. Yoy 
may remember that they all went traipsing through 
Italy together previous and mildly hilarious 
This time the “girls” lallapaloosing through 
ana, and the Chamber Commerce the Pelican 
State does not give special award Mrs. Kimbrough, 
gar they are gentlemen. Also, the Bayou 
country is, the next few seasons, invaded 
tering and exclaiming troops matrons tour, Mrs. 
Kimbrough will blame. doubt the Cajun 
ishes will quite the same for some time come. 


The shrimp boats will come back find all sorts 


females waiting take pictures, inspect the packing 
processes, sample gumbos and ask directions the next 
point interest mentioned this book. Somehow 
sympathies out anyone New Orleans its 
vicinity who knows any ladies from No’th; they are 
sure have visitors. And the famous restaurants 
the Vieux Carré can expand their facilities with fair 
certainty paying off the costs short term. 


Anyone who enjoyed Forty Plus and Fancy Free and 
the number inconsiderable judging the sales 
that book—will have good time following the same 
ladies they whoop through the land the Creoles. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 


Day, Beth 
The Little Professor Piney Woods; the 
Story Professor Lawrence Jones 
Messner. Oct. bds. 192p. photogs. $2.95. 


1909, University Iowa graduate who might have 
taken any one dozen jobs that would have brought 
him comfortable livelihood elected instead devote 
himself his own people the backwoods 
sippi. With Bible and handful books and pam- 
phlets agriculture, rural sanitation and farm 
omy, and his pockets exactly $1.67, attempted 
set Negro school. Tactfully, allayed white 
suspicion and won Negro friends, but months went 
and money was forthcoming. desperation, 
started teach three boys, using log for furniture 
and clearing for classroom. Before the opening 
Bible lesson had ended, the class had grown twelve. 
Thereafter, the school grew, slowly and painfully but 
steadily. Fund-raising trips through the South and 
North, together with supplies the pupils brought from 
home lieu tuition, fed the students each year; 
rare windfall two helped put new buildings; 
few white people were helpful. Nevertheless, Professor 
Jones had walk cautious “inch-by-inch” path 
tween insufficient funds and white hostility. (On one 
occasion found himself standing with noose around 
his neck pile brush that armed whites intended 
set afire.) Following his impromptu appearance 
T-V program last year, the Piney Woods School has 
increased its endowment dramatically. More import- 
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ant, the lives many Negroes from the neighborhood 
and other states have improved immeasureably. 


This enthusiastic tribute courageous, per- 
sistent, idealistic but practical, individual who has strug- 
gled successfully against tremendous odds. makes 
good reading, (in spite small print), for young people. 


Dorcy, Mary Jean, Sister 
Master Albert; the Story Saint 


Albert the Great 

Illustrated the author. Sheed. Oct. 12, 1955. 
$2.50. 

With little anecdotes from his boyhood Lauingen, 
student days Padua, novitiate the Dominican 
order, bishopric Cologne, and defense St. Thomas’ 
writings his last days, the author shows St. Albert’s 
love learning and his scientifically curious mind. 
Interspersed are little stories and legends the times, 
sometimes told the boy Albert, sometimes his 
mother other minor character. These delay the 
narrative somewhat. Introduced are such famous 
people the Dominicans, Master Jordan and Thomas 
Aquin, and Frederick Barbarossa. But while there 
are also many references events the time, e.g., the 
new Crusade, the building Cologne cathedral, fairs 
and merchants, period and setting remain shadowy and 
thin. And, spite the recital the great Domini- 
can’s accomplishments, his personality does not take 
shape. What does come through forcefully Albert’s 
stand upon the relation science religion. al- 
ways, the author’s silhouette illustrations are delicately 
imaginative. impressive bibliography completes the 
book. This will probably the first contact which 
grades 6-7 make with Albertus Magnus. 


173p. 


Falk, Elsa Winter Journey 


Follett. Sept. 1955. 222p. $2.75. 


story which will give 6th- and 7th-graders idea 
the hardships which settlers the Minnesota Ter- 
titory endured while trying reach the fine farmlands 
there. almost too-grim account steamboat 
travel under bleak conditions overcrowding, dan- 
gerous machinery, and inhumane captain, relieved 
somewhat the courage and responsibility 16- 
boy charge his mother and two sisters. 
Its plot has with preparations for the journey 
from Davenport, Iowa, the winter’s stay near Mc- 
Gregor, Minnesota, after the brutal .captain deposited 
some his deck passengers river bank, far from 
any kind, and with two kindly settlers 
who took the little family. The details river 
travel are interesting, formidable. 


Young Buffalo Bill 


Gowdy, George 
Lothrop. Oct. 24, 1955. 


Illustrated Howard Simon. 
$3.00. 

Using the period from young Will Cody’s eighth his 
year, the author packs hair-raising adventure, good 
father-and-son relations, and colorful details frontier 
life into interesting, well-paced story for junior high 


readers. Though the book must classed fiction, 
its basic structure rests upon authentic data concerning 
the boy’s taking his father’s place family breadwinner 
the age eleven, first herder and later 
“cavvy boy” supply train expedition against 
the Mormons, and eventually bullwhacker with 
freighting company. Accurate, too, are the accounts 
his brief contact with school (long enough teach 
him write his name and read easy words), his 
attack gold fever and failure find the precious 
mineral around Denver, and his signing the 
youngest the pony express riders. this the author 
adds account the eight-year-old Will training his 
first horse, frontier house-raising, attack Mor- 
mons the wagon train, beaver-trapping winter, and 
broken ankle that left him helpless mountain 
cave. Indian attacks most these episodes enliven 
the narrative considerably. Well-known figures, like 
Uncle Alec Majors the Russell, Majors and Waddell 
freighting firm, Kit Carson and Jim Bridgers, enter the 
story briefly. Details setting and period are informa- 
tive and seemingly accurate. Dialog generously sup- 
plied. The tone warm and friendly. And the book 
easy enough for sixth grade. 


Herbert, Crystal Royal Children Today 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 1955. 126p. photogs. $2.95. 


little look the daily life the heirs eight reign- 
ing families and the eleven children the French Pre- 
tender, the Comte Paris. The author respectful 
and admiring; the anecdotes have human interest; the 
photographs are most appealing; and, with the excep- 
tion the Japanese prince, the emphasis upon the 
democratic upbringing the children. For junior high 
and up, this probably most useful table book. 


Hogben, Lancelot 

The Wonderful World Mathematics 
Art Andre, Charles Keeping and Kenneth Symonds; 
maps Marjorie Saynor. Garden City. Oct. 24, 1955. 
bds. in. 69p. $2.95. 
unusual and very fascinating picture-text book 
which traces the origin and growth mathematical 
science from the days when counting meant putting 
aside one-two-three pebbles and recording these 
necessary notches tree stone, down through 
the ages when measurement and manipulation num- 
bers multiplying and dividing developed, the con- 
struction and use the 20th-century electronic calcu- 
lator. Brightly colored pictures and interest-stimulating 
text explain basic mathematic principles and identify 
the peoples and individuals who first discovered these. 
Integration with taxes, trade and conquest (both 
cal and scientific) convincingly achieved. Through- 
out, the debt owe the patience 
seeking ancient pioneers made clear. The result 


wholly admirable book that excellent reading for 
anyone from the eighth grade up. used prelimi- 
nary reading junior high, more secondary school stu- 
dents should approach their mathematical courses in- 
telligently and unreluctantly. 


Cover and sewing are 
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not durable, but the price permits relatively inexpensive 


replacement. 
Sister Cormac, I.H.M., 
Mathematics Department, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Knight, Ruth Adams First the Lightning 
Doubleday. Oct. 20, 1955. 224p. $2.75. 


Post-war problems youth poverty-stricken Italy are 
effectively sketched this well-written junior novel. 
For Giovanni who could almost remember the safe, 
secure home pre-war Florence, the hunger and terror 
the war years, and the coming the Americans 
when was only six, the peace was worse than the 
war. The rich Americano whom had idolized and 
his mother loved had gone back the United States 
and his few letters were disappointing. Giovanni, 
though skilled leather-worker, could not get job. 
Remained only the gang which taught him pick 
pockets and sent him Siena ply his art the 
traditional horse festival. Later, trip Naples 
rescue his mother’s relatives brought him into contact 
with boy from Monsignor Carroll-Abbing’s Boys’ Re- 
public, and re-oriented his thinking the point 
repaying the stolen money. When lucky—and slight- 
implausible—meeting with Italo-Americans brought 
word from the departed Americano, Giovanni decided 
his place was Italy, not America. 
The book provides good insight into youthful mind 
struggling between right and wrong. The early section 
dealing with the American Occupation thoughtful 
reading for boys soon into military service. Con- 
vincingly portrayed also the rich and beautiful heri- 
tage Italy, which the author pays full tribute. 
spite none too original plot, older high school stu- 
dents should find this enjoyable, suspenseful and 
uplifting story. 

Frances Dowling, 

Dunmore High School, 

Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Julius Caesar 


Komroff, Manuel 
Messner. Oct. 17, 1955. 190p. $2.95. 


frankly partisan biography the great Roman, this 
brief summary the principal events his life has 
sweep, vitality and good narrative quality. endows 
Caesar with personality may not have possessed 
reality, and claims was motivated only high 
and unselfish motives, least makes him dynamic, 
magnetic individual who got things done. Certainly, 
excuses Caesar’s ruthlessness, deviousness, impatience 
with others’ opinions, and tactlessness dealing with 
the old Roman party and their long-established tradi- 
tions. Cicero comes off badly. times, incidents 
reported other writers are flatly discredited, 
Caesar’s dalliance with Cleopatra. Other incidents 
his personal life are appropriately passed over silence. 
There seems advantage, however, confusing Deci- 
mus Junius Brutus, one Caesar’s heirs, with Marcus 
Junius Brutus, chief his assassins. And few less 
exclamation points the text might have been wel- 


Best 


come, too. Nevertheless, with teacher standing 
comment controversial issues, the book should 
very useful Shakespeare and Latin classes for the 
reality brings studies that too often remain dis. 
tasteful chores the high school student. 


Lewiton, Mina Penny’s Acres 


McKay. Sept. 23, 1955. 214p. $2.75. 


Two important decisions confront Penny Rowan, seven- 
teen and newly graduated from high school. One 
lates her grandfather’s aim regaining the Rowan 
lands which her father had sold and which the new 
owner wishes use toward industrializing the slowly 
declining county. The other decision concerns Randy 
Miller and beautiful, handicapped Alix Hayden. Her 
father’s notebook helps Penny solve the first problem; 
former teacher satisfactorily explains 
While she will not refuse admit the new ways the 
region, Penny determined she will realize her father’s 
dream reviving Candle Rock’s old arts and lovely 
crafts. 

Smoothly written and easily read, except for the first 
few paragraphs where daydreaming 
hold the story. The use the first person, which 
does not always appeal youthful readers, seems well 
suited the story, the reading which leaves one 
calm and peaceful the picturesque New England 
countryside describes. 
restless and dissatisfied adolescents. 


Sister Emma, S.S.C.M., 
St. Joseph Junior High School, 


Pennsylvania 


McGraw, William 
William Corbin (pseud). Illustrated Pers Crowell. 
Coward. Sept. 23, 1955. 122p. $2.75. 

tender little story about young boy’s love for 
decrepit horse, beautiful only him. 
heart prevents Robin Daveen from leading active 
life his parents’ big ranch, but his love for Magic 
saves him from loneliness. crisis, the understand- 
ing between horse and boy help Robin get aid for 
his injured mother and kill mountain lion the 
return trip. His lively imagination his older 
brothers’ sympathetic conspiracy help him over the bad 
time when his aged pet dies. Throughout, the author 
maintains happy balance between realism and senti- 
ment, never falling into sentimentality. Good story- 
telling and attractive illustrations will make this popu- 
lar with boys and girls junior high age. 


Fair Wind Virginia 
Macmillan. Oct. 25, 1955. 


Golden Mare 


Meigs, Cornelia 

Illustrated John Wonsetler. 
198p. $2.75. 

Adventure, suspense and good picture colonial 
Williamsburg reward the junior high reader who comes 
upon this story Peggy and 13-year-old 
Hal who were hastily bundled off Virginia the 
Fair Wind after their father’s bold political speech got 
him into trouble. Because improbable turn 
events, the governor refused aid them, and the chil- 
dren were befriended good-natured serving woman 


and 
they 
and 
ning 
which 
will 
Virgin 
The 
acter 
people 


Miers 


Illustra 
From 

Ameri 
velt, 
have 
vidual 
quette 
Lewis 
and 
Booke 
duced 
mor 
the 
his 
scenes 
burg 
Civil 
The 
be qu 
lution 
for 
Howe 
Indiar 
impre 


ment: 


tion 


second, 
the 
father’s 
lovely 


first 
which 
well 
one 


enge 


School, 


Mare 
Crowell. 


active 
Magic 
aid for 
the 
older 
bad 
author 
senti- 
story- 
popu- 


irginia 
1955. 


olonial 
comes 
ear-old 
the 
got 
urn 


15, 1955 


and less than Mr. Jefferson himself, who got Hal 
job carying messages and from the Capitol. How 
they learned estate left kinsman long before, 
and came upon secret drawer, and attended eve- 
ning party the Palace, give the story fairy-tale flavor 
which girls with storybook imaginations like Peggy’s 
will enjoy. Boys will appreciate Hal’s small part 
decision join the Continental Congress. 
The few illustrations portray the action well. Char- 
acter sketches are brief but vivid. Descriptions the 
times and places are longer, but they are the enjoyable, 
not-too-prolonged, Cornelia-Meigs descriptions young 


people like. 
Sister Emma, S.S.C.M., 
St. Joseph Junior High School, 
Pennsylvania 


Miers, Earl Schenck 

Rainbow Book American History 
Illustrated James Daugherty. World. Oct. 17, 1955. 
llin. in. 319p. $4.95. 
From Leif Erickson’s accidental discovery the North 
American continent the death Franklin Roose- 
velt, this overview points dramatic episodes, char- 
acteristic institutions, and leaders various fields, that 
have made the United States what today. Indi- 
vidual chapters (six-seven pages long) focus upon Mar- 
quette and Joliet’s discoveries, Benjamin Franklin, the 
Lewis and Clark expedition, early schools, Mark Twain 
and Mississippi steamboating, whaling, the Donner Lake 
catastrophe, the pony express, intercollegiate football, 
Booker Washington, the Chicago fire, world series 
baseball, Edison’s inventions, Ford’s Model-T mass-pro- 
duced car, and Lingbergh’s flight Paris. The result 
more social than political history, one which meets 
the younger adolescent’s own interests well those 
his teachers think should have. Frequent extracts 
from well-known writings enliven and bring home the 
scenes described. Thus, have complete versions 
“The Midnight Ride Paul Revere,” Holmes’ 
“Grandmother’s Story Bunker Hill,” and the Gettys- 
burg Address; and excerpts from Captain John Smith’s 
his experiences with Powhatan, James Law- 
son’s book Indians the South, Davy Crockett’s 
description the seige the Alamo, Emma LeConte’s 
Civil War diary, and others. 


The proportionate space allotted various periods may 

questioned occasionally, e.g., pages for the Revo- 
lutionary period but only for the Civil War, seven 
for World War and for World War II. Severe 
compression has been necessary, but for the most part 
has been successful giving essential highlights. 
However, James Smith’s account his capture the 
Delawares does not quite erase the idealistic picture 
Indian life delineated the preceding chapter, nor the 
that customs were identical with all tribes. 
Similarly, though the life the Southern plantation 
owner well presented, reference made the 
middle class poor whites. 


The work will make interesting, informative supple- 
Mentary reading for grades 6-9. The author varies his 
Presentation from chapter chapter, emphasizing ac- 
tion wherever possible. Sentences are crisp, short for 
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the most part, and graphic. Though the tone en- 
thusiastic, the author objective handling such 
events the War 1812 and the Spanish-American 
War, and by-passes with only mention the build- 
ing the Panama Canal. Daugherty’s 200 more 
illustrations are bold and bright, even those printed 
sepia. They interpret excitingly the irresistible impres- 
sion young, energetic nation, which the text 
conveys. 


Newcomb, Covelle 
The Broken Sword; the Story Fray 
Bartolome Las Casas 

Dodd. Nov. 15, 1955. 334p. $3.50. 


greater scope and richer, fuller details, and ad- 
dressed more mature audience than any Covelle 
Newcomb’s earlier books, this gallant and stout- 
hearted defense the Apostle the Indians, whose 
memory was repudiated his fellow Spaniards and 
whose writings were seized upon other nationals 
flog Spanish national pride. Using fictional frame- 
work which shows evidence careful, patient search 
the records, the author builds the character and 
career Father Las Casas from the time witnessed 
Indian being savagely beaten the Viceroy’s over- 
episcopal quarters the Dominican Convent Our 
Lady Atocha. The Las Casas who emerges from 
these pages not the tactless, domineering, impractical, 
ungrateful, rabble-rousing and ethnologically ignorant 
propagandist who used his lawyer’s training forward 
his special interests the expense the righteous New 
World colonists. This dedicated priest who gave 
nobleman’s easy life devote his fortune, his 
energies and all his days the Indians saw 
process being wiped out Spanish slavery. sup- 
port her thesis, the author marshals scene after scene 
unprovoked, unmitigated cruelty and treachery, 
venal Churchmen, greedy, unscrupulous adventurers. 


Counterbalancing this picture that man deeply 
loved the Indians and the people Spain, Ferdi- 
nand and Charles Cardinal Ximenes and Pope 
Adrian VI, and the whole Order Preachers. Gul- 
lible where deceitful men were concerned, true, 
and most injudicious his selection men work 
about him, but not unmindful Indian psychology and 
culture—or common decency and Christian teach- 
ing. see man who used only peaceful, kindly 
means conquer aborigines the soldiery could not 
subdue, who framed and had ratified laws abolishing 
all Indian slavery, caused the Scriptures translated 
into Maya-Quiché meters and set music, and was 
thoroughly trusted Charles that the latter named 
him Protector the Indians and made him master 
virtually all South America. also the man 
who suggested that, necessary, Indian slaves re- 
placed Negroes since the latter could better stand 
the life and the Indians were being rapidly killed off— 
and lived regret the suggestion. did not intro- 


duce Negro slavery into the Americas; that had already 
happened. 

This solid but highly rewarding reading, which sug- 
gests that nations well individuals pay for foolish, 


SELLERS 
ould 
for the 
dis. 
Acres 
Seven- 
One re- 
Rowan 
new 
slowly 
Randy 
Her 


240 Nourse Robertson Shippen Smythe 


wicked deeds. The picture the Spanish hierarchy 
black one. The genocide practiced the colonists 
has oddly modern overtones. Senior students may find 
the Spanish names little confusing first, but once 
into the book will read thoughtfully and proudly. 


Sister Norberta, I.H.M., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Nourse, Alan Junior Intern 


Harper. Oct. 19, 1955. $2.50. 


young doctor currently serving his internship writes 
this story high school boy who thought wanted 
doctor but did not know why. His girl’s father, 
also doctor, offered pay Ted’s expenses college 
and medical school if, after summer working jack- 
of-everything the local hospital, had found the 
answer. week the children’s ward, three weeks 
the laboratory doing analyses, several weeks the 
emergency ward and riding the ambulance, unsuc- 
cessful research project with one the medical in- 
terns, and work field hospital set the scene 
tragic tenement fire, destroyed the romantic ideas 
adventure and excitement that Ted had absorbed 
from movies and popular fiction. But they gave him 
the answer had been looking for, viz., that medicine 
way life undertaken because doctors can 
less, and that spite the little which doctors 
really know and the mistakes they make their patients 
trust and depend upon them for freedom from pain 
and anxiety. Written with good pace and lively action, 
the story seems both honest and authentic its por- 
trayal the hospital technician and his work, and 
what entailed the choice medicine career. 


210p. 


Robertson, Keith The Phantom Rider 
Jack Weaver. Viking. Oct. 13, 1955. 222p. 


-50. 


will probably please high school readers solve, 
more quickly than Tim Cottrell could, the identity 
the girl rider galloping along the ridge Elbow 
Mountain the grey dawn. Local legend maintained 
was the spirit girl who 200 years before had shot 
the Hessian soldier that killed her father. Tim was 
not sure. more knotty problem was that the care- 
less caretaker nearby ranch whose owners per- 
mitted Kate Sims ride their Arabian mare, not know- 
ing that her father had forbidden her ride after her 
mother was killed fall from horse. The author 
tells his story with liveliness and occasional humor, 
making very likable characters Tim and Kate. The 
balance between acceptance the 200-year-old legend 
and its rejection nicely kept, too. Less acceptable 
the rationalization Kate’s reckless riding the score 
that would not have happened her father had not 
forbidden her ride all, and that she was less 
danger horse than car driven her near- 
sighted, impetuous father. 


Best SELLERs 


Shippen, Katherine 
Miracle Motion; the Story America’s 
Industry 

Harper. Oct. 19, 1955. 150p. $2.50. 


with her earlier works, this author has produced 
book provocative data with high interest-potential 
for young people. Selecting key points America’s 
transition from agricultural industrial 
omy, she stops briefly over the conditions and 
viduals responsible for this and shows the implications 
therein for American society. Beginning with the crude 
methods which Indians shared with white newcomers, 
she traces the change early colonial agricultural 
community, spite Washington’s example and 
ferson’s advice, into gigantic industrial nation, after 
the Revolution had indicated the necessity for home 
manufacture and ingenious individuals 
methods mechanical production. Today’s huge 
ment industry conected with Samuel Slater’s stolen 
plans for spinning machinery, Eli Whitney’s cotton gin, 
and Francis Cabot Lowell’s cotton-weaving factories 
which brought cheap Irish labor for the manual jobs. 
Conveyor-belt operation identified with Oliver Evans, 
and its maimum development with Henry Ford. 
stallment buying presently known attributed 
Cyrus McCormick, who was copied Isaac Singer. 
Andrew Carnegie, Pierpont Morgan and John 
Rockefeller are credited with establishing the 
trusts; Samuel Gompers with forming the first labor 
union; Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson with 
setting government controls. short chapter 
the Second Industrial Revolution considers the possible 
effects automation. judgments are expressed 
men methods. short bibliography and index 
close the book. Written for junior high, the material 
and its presentation are stimulating enough for older 
adolescents and many adult. Long needed, the book 
should welcome collateral reading American 
Problems classes. 


Smythe, Pat Jump for Joy 
Dutton. Oct. 27, 1955. 253p. photogs. $3.75. 


young English horsewoman who 1954 was named 
Sportswoman the Year tells her childhood, the 
competition she has engaged nationally and 
nationally, and the prize horses she has trained and 
jumped. Riding confidently from the age four, now 
she has won trophy after trophy England, 
tinental Europe and the United States, flirted bull- 
fighting Spain, “cut out” cattle Texas, skied 
Switzerland, and modeled for her statue Mme. 
Tussaud’s Waxworks, and yet remains apparently 
wholesome, unaffected and vigorous individual. From 
her triumphant record the reader takes away three dis 
tinct impressions: She has worked hard for her success 
—farm work child, training other people’s horses 
later, exercising and schooling her own, conducting 
guest house the Cotswold, making arduous trips 
various horse shows, converting the horsebox into living 
quarters times, overcoming accidents and 
ments. She knows horses thoroughly and must handle 
them superbly, always giving credit the horse which 
has won the prize rather than herself. But, prac 
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tical and unsentimental person, she can sell favorite 
animal when necessity presses. Moreover, she seems 
have vital, outgoing personality which makes her 
reach out for new experiences and join the group 
among whom she finds herself, fact that must make 
her welcome guest any company. One feels also 
that far from being “horsey” she gentlewoman be- 
fore being horsewoman. The pages photo- 
with rare exceptions, focus her horses’ action 
rather than herself. The book not written par- 
ticularly for young people but has much satisfy 
the perennial interest adolescents take horses and 


horse stories. 


Stolz, Mary Rosemary 


Harper. Oct. 19,1955. 214p. $2.50. 

junior novel successful author who can 
counted choose absorbing theme and de- 
velop that theme seriously and realistically. She has 
chosen the town-and-gown conflict for her latest story, 
using for town characters little family whose father 
placidly kept candy store, younger daughter 
went contentedly public school during the day and 
dated blissfully with Hank the evening, and whose 
elder daughter worked resentfully department 
store. Rosemary had been boycrazy high school, not 
caring who got hurt, and she felt cheated being de- 
prived college—not that she craved further educa- 
tion but because she wanted the social whirl and pres- 
tige that went with it. her little town, college was 
and the line between college and non- 
was high wall. When opportunity 
attending college formal came, she snatched it, 
only encounter very unpleasant experience. Then 
anew boarder came their shabby house, college 
student who said needed more quiet than his fra- 
ternity house could give him, order finish the 
thesis was working on. Actually, was searching 
for data town families and how they lived, and 
used the family for case study. Nevertheless, his 
friendliness and common sense were the means 
showing both the college group and the family the 
other’s good side, and resolving several problems for 
the family. 


The novel well-written, the various situations ex- 
pertly handled, the characters life-like. The problem 
itself, the high school engagements, and the frankly 
accepted petting, well the intellectual dialog 
the college students, mark the book bit more adult 
than high school students are ready for. 


Frances Dowling, 
Dunmore High School, 


Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Summers, James Operation ABC 
Westminster. Oct. 10, 1955. 190p. $2.75. 


Another junior novel, this one about Johnny who 
could not read. Tom Roerdan, football hero and stu- 
dent-leader public high school, considers himself 
phony and near-criminal because since the fourth 
grade has successfully concealed from his family, 
teachers and fellow students his inability read 
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normal rate. Although does not know it, 
kinesthetic, muscle-pattern, reader. grade school, 
his influential family ran interference for him when 
classroom difficulties threatened; high school, his 
superior intelligence and brilliant football record were 
even more effectual getting him out written as- 
signments, class recitations and testing periods. But 
this senior year would bring scholarship offers from col- 
leges where was certain fail. One conscientious, 
sympathetic teacher brought the matter head; 
Tom’s girl understood; and her father, psychiatrist, 
made arrangements with the state university psycholo- 
gist who promised treatment. 


The book has been read public school psychologist 
who says that the problem not over-stated, that 
not only possible for boy reach his senior high 
school year without having learned read satisfac- 
torily but actually encountered practice, though 
the treatment and its early successful outcome de- 
scribed the book are over-simplified. occasional 
flat statement needs qualification, well; e.g., “The 
ability read was the most difficult single accomplish- 
ment ever achieved any single man.” the other 
hand, the writer knows the school world intimately, 
and with dry wit and light touch brings life for 
his readers. does not indict teachers and pupils 
general, even the school sports program, but main- 
tains rather that parents are fault for not insisting 
upon and paying for adequate diagnostic and remedial 
work. Older adolescents will read the book with sym- 
pathy and enjoyment, though the reader who would 
probably get the greatest reassurance from cannot 
read it. Nevertheless, the picture adolescent life, 
and the underlying theme (one takes the first step to- 
ward solving problem when faces and 
talks over with another) should carry over other 
types problems which adolescents have. 


Tannehill, Ivan Ray The Hurricane Hunters 
Dodd. Nov. 14, 1955. 271p. photogs. $3.00. 


survey man’s attempt discover the nature and 
predict the course hurricanes and typhoons, from 
Columbus’ time 1954’s Hurricane Hazel, with great- 
est space given the Air Force flyers who have pene- 
trated the center great storms since 1943. Many 
great storms are described, together with some the 
individuals who have theorized about them. Consider- 
able space devoted this phase, though the author 
has already covered much the subject his earlier 
Hurricanes: Their Nature and History. Even here, the 
presentation little repetitious and not too clearly 
presented. Chunks material quoted from official 
and other reports are frequently used, and extraneous 
details introduced. bit diffuse and disorganized for 
high school purposes, unfortunately, since the subject 
itself holds interest for adolescents. 


Yates, Elizabeth 

Prudence Crandall, Woman Courage 
Illustrated Nora Unwin. Aladdin. Sept. 30, 1955. 
246p. $3.00. 
timely publication this year white and Negro 
school integration this account early milestone 
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the long, thorny path Negro education. 1833, 
young Quaker woman followed the dictates her 
conscience enrolling young Negro girl her suc- 
cessful Academy for Young Ladies, Canterbury, 
Connecticut. Less than year later she made her 
school all-Negro institution. Aroused townsmen 
showed their resentment abuse, nuisance tactics and 
terroristic assaults. The state legislature passed 
“black law” designed close her school, and when 
Prudence Crandall defied the law she was arrested, 
jailed and tried, but not convicted. Almost five years 
later mob wrecked her house and she then heeded 
the advice the minister she had married shortly be- 
fore, and abandoned the project. Moving 
the couple opened college for Negro youths. 1866, 
the Connecticut people voted give the Negro the 
vote. But was not until 1886 that the Connecticut 
Legislature, the petition citizens headed the 
nephew the Town Meeting clerk who had been her 
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most violent antagonist, removed the civil stain from 
her name and granted her life-time pension part 
reparation. 


Incidental details “female” education sift through 
the pages, the courses followed and the methods em. 
ployed. The quaintly formal conversation the period 
reproduced effectively, too. But even for story-biog. 
raphy, there seems excessive use dialog and too 
much dependence upon for carrying the plot. While 
the subject never quite takes flesh and blood, the 
reader nevertheless left with clean-cut impression 
heroic, truly Christian woman who was willing 
risk her substance and reputation for her neighbors’ 
sake. Older high school students should able 
make the easy transfer from hundred-year-old condi- 
tions the present day, and recognize that Prudence 
Crandall’s apparent defeat was really victory. the 
author the 1951 Newbery Medal Book, Amos 
tune, Free Man. 
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